
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

July 11th, 2021

https://covenantbaptistsc.org
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Bible Education Hour (How God Converts the Human Soul) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M.

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 6:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M. 

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(July 11th, 2021)

Prelude

Presenting of Bibles to Graduates 

Call to Worship: Psalm 147:1-11

 Come Ye Sinners Poor & Needy —391

Scripture Reading: Psalm 67:1-7

Jesus Paid it All—281

Behold Our God—126 

Message:  
The Actual Accomplishments of the Crucifixion of Christ, 

Pt 4—Reconciliation (cont): 
 Romans 5

Prayer and Benediction

Rejoice, the Lord is King—116

1. Announcements, Events, and Book of the Week—pg. 2 

2. Theology: “Dumb Dogs” in the Pulpit: Spurgeon on Borrowed Sermons (article)—
pg. 3 

3. News: Sheriff Briefs Trump on 300 Percent Increase in Migrant Deaths in One  
Texas County (main article)—pg. 6 

4. News (cont.), Quote of the Week, and Resources for Biblical Counseling 
—pg. 8 

5. Directions—pg. 9

Table of Contents

Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship

On-Call Deacon List: 

• July 11: Smoak
• July 18: Kyzer
• July 25: Waddell

Church Cleaning Schedule: 

• July 17: Egan/Fudge
• July 24: Olds/Shealy
• July 31: Kyzer (K&R)/Bean
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 If you are a guest here at Covenant for the first time, we would like to welcome you. Please be sure to pick up a visitor’s packet before you 
leave. You are also welcome to stay for our fellowship meal today. There is always plenty to share, and it will give you an opportunity to 
meet our church family. 
 — 
 Please be in prayer for Bobby as he will be going to Russia very soon and plans to be there for 3 weeks. He needs prayer for safety, health, 
and wisdom. The Delta variant of COVID is still active. Pray most of all that the Lord be magnified. 
 — 
 If you would like to give financially to Covenant, the offering box can be found on the small table in the foyer just outside the sanctuary 
doors. 
 — 
 Covenant mission t-shirts are available in the library. There are a variety of sizes and colors, and the prices range from $10.50-$15, de-
pending on size. The funds will support the church missions ministries. See Alton for details or to purchase. 
 — 
 Please contact Chris Waddell (803-447-8257) if you would like to help clean the church every couple of months. You will be teamed with 
another family to divide the amount of work required. We need at least one more person/couple/family to help at this time. 
 — 
 We are grateful to announce that Covenant Baptist, along with Dixiana Baptist and other sister churches, will be paying for Noel in Ken-
ya for 3 years of Seminary so he can pastor a church in Kenya. He will be housed in Nairobi Kenya along with his family and will attend 
seminary there. Noel was a South Sudan pastor who nearly lost his life for standing up and speaking out against the injustice of the slaugh-
ter of innocent family members. 
 — 
 Plan to attend the G3 Conference in the Fall. This is a great conference and well worth the time and money. Go to https://g3min.org/ to 
register. The dates are Sept 30 - Oct, 2, 2021 in Atlanta GA. The Topic is “Christ is Supreme over All” 
 — 
 Please continue to pray for supporters for 9 girls in the orphanage in Guntur, India that have not as of yet received the $41 per month 
support. Everything has been going well with the boys and the girls orphanages with this exception. Thank you all for the help that you 
have given to bring these children off the streets of India. Please see Alton for more details, or sign up to support an orphan on the blue 
pad on the foyer table.

Announcements

Book of the Week: Can I Trust the Bible? by R. C. Sproul

There is a common assumption that the Bible is “full” of errors and contradictions, and that its often-unusual 
people and events render it useless for today. These ideas are fueled by the teachings of scholarly critics, who 
seem to delight in raising questions about the Bible’s truthfulness and integrity.

But the critics of the Bible are wrong, according to Dr. R.C. Sproul in this Crucial Questions booklet. In fact, 
he says, there are many solid reasons to trust the Bible. With Jesus, with the apostles and prophets, and with 
men of God throughout church history, Dr. Sproul affirms a high view of Scripture—that it is inspired of 
God and therefore inerrant and infallible.

Purchase at:  
https://www.heritagebooks.org/products/can-i-trust-the-bible-crucial-questions-no-2-sproul.html

 

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class—On hold

Biblical Counseling Class—On hold

Second Sunday Dinner—July 11th. Please

plan to bring a dish to share and stay for the fellow-

ship. Also remember that we usually have visitors

who stay for the meal, and you are encouraged to

bring more than a small side dish so that there is

plenty to go around.
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Iain Murray once observed that Spurgeon wrote and preached so much that people 
can basically cherry-pick quotes from his works to support virtually any position, 
even those he would’ve adamantly opposed. Such has been the case with the top-
ic of plagiarizing sermons recently. Every few years, this controversy resurfaces. 
Some are quick to condemn it, while others attempt to provide a more nuanced 
response. Sometimes, the latter will point to examples in church history of those 
who plagiarized sermons, and among those listed is Spurgeon. Did Spurgeon sup-
port preaching borrowed sermons?

Spurgeon repudiated plagiarism in the pulpit 

Spurgeon was a remarkably original preacher. While ministers in the Church of 
England still read sermons from the book of homilies, Spurgeon believed that the 
preacher should depend not on pre-written sermons but the Holy Spirit. This 
dependence took place not only while preaching but even in sermon preparation. 
At the heart of Spurgeon’s rejection of plagiarism was his deep conviction that 
preaching should be led by the Spirit.

“Dumb Dogs” in the Pulpit: Spurgeon on Borrowed Sermons

Amid a full ministry schedule during the week, Spurgeon carved out time late into 
the night on Saturdays to work on his sermons. In his lectures to his students, we 
see that prayerful dependence was at the heart of his preparations.  

To me still, I must confess, my text selection is a very great embarrassment— embarras de 

richesses, as the French say—an embarrassment of riches, very different from the bewilder-

ment of poverty—the anxiety of attending to the most pressing of so many truths, all clam-

oring for a hearing, so many duties all needing enforcing, and so many spiritual needs of 

the people all demanding supply. I confess that I frequently sit hour after hour praying and 

waiting for a subject, and that this is the main part of my study. (Lectures 1:88)

Spurgeon would spend much of the night studying the Scriptures, trying out dif-
ferent “skeletons” (sermon outlines), and praying for the Spirit to guide him in pre-
paring the sermon. During his study, Spurgeon consulted commentaries and other 
writers, but never as a substitute for the Spirit’s leading. In the end, he looked for 
spiritual guidance. “Many ministers appear to think that they are to choose the 
text; they are to discover its teaching; they are to find a discourse in it. We do not 
think so.”

How different was Spurgeon’s approach from those who simply borrowed an-
other’s sermon!  Spurgeon often rebuked preachers of his day for reading other’s 
sermons as their own, rather than prayerfully preparing one for their people. To 
do so was to forego the Spirit’s work in the preacher. Spurgeon clearly repudiated 
such a practice, and he spoke about it clearly. [1] 

Spurgeon believed that those who preached borrowed sermons did so for 

their own ease and convenience.

There are still plenty who hardly know anything about the gospel. They preach about a 

great many things, but little or nothing about Jesus Christ. They buy their sermons cheap-

ly, and preach them at their ease; they ask God to teach them what to say, and then pull 

their manuscripts out of their pockets! We have had to mourn, especially in years gone by, 

that we could look from parish to parish, and find only “dumb dogs” in the pulpits. And 

some men, who might have spoken with a little earnestness, if they had liked, let the people 

slumber under them, instead of preaching the Word with true fidelity, remembering that 

they will have to give account to God at the last. (MTP 45; Sermon No. 2625)

—by Geoff Chang
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It is no use for a man simply to have a curacy or something of that sort, buy his manu-

scripts cheap, come up and read off two sermons twenty minutes long, go home with a good 

conscience that he has done duty twice, and then say, “Let the whole earth be filled with 

his glory.” … But you shut yourself up in your study, or what is ten times worse, you do 

nothing at all, but just take it easy all the week till the Sunday comes, and then borrow a 

sermon out of an old magazine, or buy one of the helps for ministers, or take down one of 

Charles Simeon’s skeletons and preach it. My good man, you cannot pray in that fashion. 

(NPSP 3: Sermon No. 129)

Such preachers asked God for help in their preaching, but their use of bought 
sermons contradicted their prayers. Their concern was more for their convenience 
rather than the glory of God, and as a result, the sermons they preached were usu-
ally poor and lacking Christ.

Preaching borrowed sermons robs the congregation of a minister who has known 
the truth of God’s Word firsthand.

In order that you may impress the Word upon those to whom you preach, remember that 

it must be impressed upon yourself first. You must feel it yourself, and speak as a man who 

feels it, not as if you feel it, but because you feel it, otherwise you will not make it felt by 

others. I wonder what it must be to go up into the pulpit, and read somebody else’s sermon 

to the congregation. We read in the Bible of one thing that was borrowed, and the head of 

that came off; and I am afraid that the same thing often happens with borrowed sermons 

– the heads come off. Men who read borrowed sermons positively do not know anything 

about our troubles of mind in preparing for the pulpit, or our joy in preaching with the aid 

of only brief notes. (Soul Winner, 92) 

Borrowed sermons — pages of other people’s experience — fragments pulled from old or 

new divines — nothing of their own, nothing that God ever said to them, nothing that ever 

thrilled their hearts or swayed their souls, — God will not own such teaching as this. (MTP 

42; Sermon No. 2460). 

A borrowed sermon may have someone else’s experience.  But it doesn’t have the 
preacher’s experience. Those truths have not been impressed on the preacher. He 
can only preach “as if” he feels it, not “because” he feels it. As a result, the congrega-
tion suffers, and “God will not own such teaching as this.”  

God will call preachers to account for preaching Christ-less, borrowed 

Oh the curse on the other hand, that shall rest on a man who, in his last moments, shall 

have to reflect – “I preached other men’s sermons, and talked of anything but Christ; I lifted 

up anything but the Lord!” (MTP 8:461)  

For such preachers, it won’t matter that these sermons were not their sermons. 
“They will have to give account to God at the last” for their laziness and for every 
word of these borrowed sermons.

As one who preached at least four times a week, Spurgeon could easily have 
lightened his load by preaching borrowed sermons. Even more, as one who of-
ten preached away, he could’ve lightened his load by taking old sermons and 
re-preaching them (though this would’ve likely been detected, given how popular 
his printed sermons were!). But whether in his own pulpit or away, Spurgeon did 
not want to rob himself of an opportunity for prayerful dependence on the Spirit. 
Similarly, Spurgeon encouraged the preachers of his day to repudiate plagiarism 
and to preach their own sermons.  

Spurgeon commended the proper use of printed sermons

Having said all that, Spurgeon lived during the age of printed sermons, and he 
himself published and sold hundreds of thousands of sermons. Certainly, he be-
lieved that there were exceptions where a preacher may read a printed sermon in 
the pulpit appropriately. People have cited these instances as Spurgeon’s support 
for plagiarizing sermons, but in fact, these would only be exceptions to the rule.

One exception of this is for those who are just starting in their preaching. Ear-
ly in his preaching career, when he was seventeen, Spurgeon discovered how 
instructive it was for him to borrow sermon outlines from preachers like John 
Gill, Charles Simeon, and others. Spurgeon drew heavily from these sources to 
fill out his preaching outline, but in the end, given that his outline was only a few 
pages long, he likely still had to fill out his sermon with much of his own extem-
poraneous insights and comments. As a young teenager learning to preach, these 
pre-written sermon outlines provided a helpful starting point. By the time he 
began pastoring in London, he had preached nearly 700 sermons, and though he 
was still only nineteen, he no longer needed to rely on Gill and others as he did in 
his early years.

~4~
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This would be a practice that he later supported also. In 1877, he visited Bristol 
College and donated a set of his sermons to the college. One person records the 
event,

He thought the books he gave would be useful to students, as most of them were 
sermons; “and if any brother would like to preach them (continued Mr. Spurgeon) 
I hereby decree he shall not be guilty of plagiarism, as I hand them over to be the 
property of the college.” (Speeches at Home and Abroad, “Earnest Students”)

Note that Spurgeon here makes an exception. Typically, a preacher preaching an-
other’s sermon would be “guilty of plagiarism.” But in this case, because these are 
students who are learning to preach, he was happy to grant an exception. Eventu-
ally, however, Spurgeon insisted that his own students learn to prepare and preach 
their own sermons. During their studies at the Pastors’ College, students had to 
prepare and deliver at least one original sermon for critique. On one occasion, a 
student attempted to plagiarize his sermon.  

It has long been our rule that each brother should read in the College at least one discourse 

which he has himself composed, and which his comrades are expected to criticize. Any 

attempt at plagiarism would, therefore, be manifestly unfair; and, if detected, would meet 

with well-merited condemnation. One man, when it came to his turn, was actually reckless 

and foolish enough to take one of my printed sermons, — I suppose condensed, — and to 

read it as though it had been his own composition; and he had to thank his brethren that 

he was not instantly expelled from the Institution, Several of them at once recognized the 

discourse; and, as soon as the time for criticism arrived, proceeded to pull it to pieces most 

mercilessly.

They found fault with the introduction, the divisions, the subdivisions, the illustrations, the 

application, — with everything, in fact, except the doctrine; — I think that was all right! I 

was so pleased with the critical acumen displayed that I forgave the offender; but I let it be 

distinctly understood that, for the future, any student repeating the offense, whether with 

my sermon or anyone else’s, would be forthwith dismissed in disgrace. (Autobiography 

3:148) 

Spurgeon dealt graciously with this student but also made it clear that such future 
action would result in expulsion “in disgrace.” 

Another story has been raised concerning Spurgeon’s students and plagiarism. 

Lloyd Jones tells the story of another student who was caught plagiarizing a ser-
mon, which was thought to belong to Spurgeon. As it turns out, it belonged to 
William Jay of Bath, but the headings and content matched Spurgeon’s!  

“’Wait a minute,’ said Spurgeon, and turning to his library, he pulled out one of the vol-

umes and there was the sermon, the exact sermon-the same text, the same headings, the 

same everything! What had happened? The fact was that Mr. Spurgeon had also preached 

William Jay’s sermon and had actually put it into print with other sermons of his. Mr. 

Spurgeon’s only explanation was that it was many years since he had read the two volumes 

of Jay’s sermons and that he had forgotten all about it. He could say quite honestly that he 

was not aware of the fact that when he had preached that sermon he was preaching one the 

sermons of William Jay. It had registered unconsciously in his memory. The student was 

absolved of the charge of preaching one of Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons, but was still guilty of 

theft!” (Preaching & Preachers, 294)

I haven’t been able to track down the source of this anecdote, so it’s not clear how 
accurate it is. Even so, it’s worth observing that Spurgeon firmly opposes plagia-
rism even in this story. First, the student who consciously used Jay’s sermon was 
still “guilty of theft.” Second, Spurgeon did not consciously plagiarize Jay, which is 
why he tried to explain it. Somehow, through his own sermon preparation, Spur-
geon had arrived at the same sermon outline as Jay, and in his delivery, he extem-
poraneously delivered much of the same content. All this happened, remarkably, 
from being unconsciously influenced by reading Jay’s sermon many years ago. This 
raises the related but separate issue of unconscious plagiarism… if you have a pho-
tographic memory like Spurgeon, watch out! Had he known, Spurgeon would not 
have done it. But as it is, he unintentionally erred. In the end, it’s clear that Spur-
geon did not intend to copy Jay and would still charge sermon plagiarism as theft.  

The other exception that Spurgeon might have allowed was on occasions where an 
inexperienced deacon or layperson read a printed sermon at a Christian gathering 
because a preacher is unavailable. The stories abound of sailors reading Spurgeon 
sermons on the high seas or miners gathering in Colorado on a Sunday to hear a 
Spurgeon sermon. Many were converted on such occasions, and Spurgeon was al-
ways glad to hear these stories. Even in such cases, however, the preacher or read-
er should have made it clear that this was a printed sermon, rather than original to 
the preacher (which would’ve been obvious in the case of miners and sailors). But 
on one occasion, he was willing to excuse a lay preacher who clearly passed off one 
of Spurgeon’s sermons as his own.

~5~
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I remember once feeling many questions as to whether I was a child of God or not. I went 

into a little chapel, and I heard a good man preach. He was a simple workingman. I heard 

him preach, and I made my handkerchief sodden with my tears as I heard him talk about 

Christ, and the precious blood. When I was preaching the same things to others I was 

wondering whether this truth was mine, but while I was hearing for myself I knew it was 

mine, for my very soul lived upon it. I went to that good man, and thanked him for the 

sermon. He asked me who I was. When I told him, he turned all manner of colors. “Why,” 

he said, “Sir, that was your own sermon.” I said, “Yes, I knew it was, and it was good of the 

Lord to feed me with food that I had prepared for others.” (MTP 32, Sermon No. 1877)

Spurgeon loved Jesus. And he understood that God could use even a borrowed ser-
mon to glorify His Son. Such was the case in the story above. The “simple work-
ingman” had plagiarized his sermon (and was clearly embarrassed by it). Spurgeon 
did not commend the practice but humbly thanked him for the sermon and praised 
God for using it for his encouragement.

But Spurgeon was no pragmatist. Though God could work through a plagiarizing 
preacher, He did so despite the preacher’s dishonesty and laziness. For himself, 
he sought to maintain a prayerful dependence on God by only preaching his own 
sermons, and he urged his students and other pastors to do the same.  

[1] Many thanks to Phil Johnson, a friend of the Spurgeon Library, for compiling these and many other 

quotes

From: https://slowtowrite.com/god-loves-lgbtq-people-more-than-we-do/

Christian-Themed Attraction “Ark Encounter” Is The 
Most Popular Place Of Interest In Kentucky

—by Sarah Mae Saliong

The “Ark Encounter” was voted the most popular destination in the state of Ken-
tucky based on the recent data gathered by Musement, an online vacation booking 
service.

Ken Ham, CEO and former president of Answers in Genesis, was overjoyed to 
learn that their Christian-themed attraction, which includes a life-size Noah’s Ark, 
had been rated first in the state.

In the Kentucky town of Williamstown, Ark Encounter is located in Grant Coun-
ty, about midway between Cincinnati and Lexington, and is easily accessible from 
Interstate 75.

The family-friendly attraction includes a full-scale replica of Noah’s Ark, which 
was constructed in accordance with the biblical specifications. This contemporary 
engineering wonder, which measures 510 feet in length, 85 feet in width, and 51 
feet in height, continues to amaze visitors of all ages.

Inside the Ark, visitors will enjoy an immersive virtual experience of Noah’s time 
where they will see the construction of the Ark, the flood, enter the ark with the 
animals and more. The three decks of the Ark were also brimming with wonder-
fully designed educational displays that would challenge guests to consider the 
biblical story of Noah’s Ark in a new light.  

Aside from the animal encounter activities and daily lectures by various speakers, 
the Ark Encounter hosts a variety of events such as concerts and conferences. In 
addition to the Ark, there is a large family playground that has been designed to 
accommodate children of all ages. Another attraction is a zip line that can go at 
speeds of up to 50 mph and is 17 stories in height.  

According to Ham, the Ark will become more busier in the near future. Thousands 
of people are expected to attend their 40 Days and 40 Nights of Gospel Music 
event which will take place from August 2-September 10, 2021. Many of the
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From: https://www.christianitydaily.com/articles/12514/20210708/christian-themed- 
attraction-ark-encounter-is-the-most-popular-place-of-interest-in-kentucky.htm

most well-known gospel musicians will perform at what will be the world’s largest 
Christian music event.

What Happened to the Original Noah’s Ark?

 According to the website for the Ark Encounter, Mount Ararat was the focus of 
most contemporary inquiries on the location of the ark in eastern Turkey.

Ham’s team has put together three of the most famous claims of ark sightings: a 
picture taken by the United States intelligence agency in 1949 on the north-west 
side of Mount Ararat, George Hagopian’s claim that he and his uncle discovered a 
large ship on top of Mount Ararat in the Ahora Gorge area in 1908, and the “Ark-
shaped” formation at the Durupinar site in Turkey.  

However, the Bible does not indicate Mount Ararat as the landing site of the Ark. 
Although the Ark had stopped on the highlands of Ararat as per Genesis 8:4, the 
mountain was said to be a dormant volcano which last broke out in 1840 with sev-
eral far bigger eruptions after the Ice Age. In light of this, the issue arises as to how 
a wooden ship would fare if it were completely submerged by lava.

Therefore, it appears improbable that in modern times, Noah’s Ark has been dis-
covered.

Another interesting side note: The Creation Museum, a sister attraction to the Ark 
Encounter, has garnered thousands of positive ratings as well. According to Ham, 
the number of visitors to both sites grows every day, with record numbers expect-
ed to arrive in the coming months.

Image: Screenshot
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Sheriff Briefs Trump on 300 Percent Increase in Migrant Deaths in One 

Texas County— https://www.breitbart.com/border/2021/06/30/sheriff-briefs-

trump-on-300-percent-increase-in-migrant-deaths-in-one-texas-county/ 

Tim Challies: Family Update— https://www.challies.com/personal-reflections/a-

family-update-and-a-cause-of-death/

SBC presidential hopeful Mike Stone wants denomination to fully reject 

critical race theory— https://www.christianpost.com/news/sbc-pastors-propose-res-

olution-to-condemn-critical-race-theory.html

Pastor Gives MUST HEAR Speech at State Capitol, Slams Compromised 

Pro-Life Industry—https://caldronpool.com/pastor-gives-must-hear-speech-at-state-

capitol-slams-compromised-pro-life-industry/ 

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

The Pursuit of Peace—by Sam Stephens  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/the-pursuit-of-peace/

Defeating Despair—by Tim Pasma  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/defeating-despair/

Gracious Words Amid Sword Thrusts—by Jim Koerber  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/gracious-words-amid-sword-thrusts/

You Can Please God—by Kyle Gangel
https://biblicalcounseling.com/you-can-please-god/ 

Crafting Temptation and Repentance Plans to Help Addicts—by Keith 
Palmer
https://biblicalcounseling.com/crafting-temptation-and-repentance-plans-to-help-addicts/

Counseling Self-Injuring Teens
https://biblicalcounseling.com/resource-library/conference-messages/counseling-self- 

injuring-teens/

Enduring Dark Providences
https://biblicalcounseling.com/resource-library/articles/enduring-dark-providences/ 

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to lives-

tream the class. Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click the lives-

tream button on home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblical Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on 
hold while teacher recovers 
from surgery. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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