
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

February 28th, 2021

https://covenantbaptistsc.org
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Bible Education Hour (Puritans and Systematic Theology) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M.

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 6:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M. 

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(February 28th, 2021)

Prelude

Call to Worship: Psalm 85:1-7

All Creatures of Our God and King—11

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:17-12:2 

Immortal Invisible—34

All Hail the Power of Jesus Name—13

Message:
The Prayer of Christ for Believers, Part 7: 

 Christ’s Desire for His Own—John 17:24-26

Prayer and Benediction

Closing Hymn: So Send I You—34

1. Announcements, Events, and Book of the Week—pg. 2 

2. Theology: Respectable Elders (article)—pg. 3 

3. News: Southern Baptists move to expel LGBT-promoting church from their de-
nomination this week (main article)—pg. 6 

4. News (cont.), Quote of the Week, and Resources for Biblical Counseling (updated) 
—pg. 7 

5. Directions—pg. 8

Table of Contents

Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship

On-Call Deacon List: 

• February 28: Waddell
• March 7: Lucas
• March 14: Egan

Church Cleaning Schedule: 

• March 6: Thomas/Waddell
• March 13: Bristol
• March 20: Shumpert/Smoak
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There is a meeting after church with Marie Lucas in the fellowship area regarding the starting back of our nursery 
ministry. This is only for babies who are still using diapers.  Here are some important details with more to follow. 
This is strictly a volunteer ministry, both for the workers and the parents. As parents, if you desire to keep your baby 
with you during worship, we fully support and encourage you to do so.  But, if you desire the use of a nursery, we 
want to make that available to you.  If you meet the qualifications below, that does not mean you are expected to serve 
in the nursery. This is volunteer only. Below are absolute requirements that must be met to serve in this area: 
1. You must be a member of CBC; 2. You must have a background check conducted; 3. You must be a woman or young 
lady.  Men are not allowed to serve in nursery; 4. There will be 2 attendees in the nursery at all times. If you would like 
to help in the nursery, please see Marie Lucas and sign up on the nursery worker sheet in the foyer.
— 
Regarding the India orphanage, we have supporters for all the boys in their house, but need support of $41 per month 
for about 12 girls.  Please pray about this and if the Lord leads, you can sign up on the blue pad on the hallway table. 
Thank you all for your help.
—
If you have not yet received your 2020 contribution statement, please contact Theresa Todd at treasurer@covenant-
baptistsc.org.

Announcements

Book of the Week: Duties of Christian Fellowship, by John Owen
Duties of Christian Fellowship deals with a matter of perennial concern for every truly Chris-
tian church. In just a few pages it sets out in very concise terms the responsibilities all Chris-
tians have, first, to their pastors, and then second, to one another within the fellowship of the 
local church.

Purchase at:  
https://banneroftruth.org/us/store/christian-living/duties-christian-fellowship/

 

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class—On hold

Biblical Counseling Class—On hold

Second Sunday Dinner—Cancelled for Justin 

Peters conference. 

 

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

2021 National Conference | Ligonier Minis-

tries, March 18-20— (Orlando, FL)  

More at: https://www.ligonier.org/events/ 

2021-national-conference/
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Intolerance for biblical Christianity is seemingly on the rise. This shouldn’t surprise us—the 

Lord promised that His people would be persecuted. But it should sharpen our resolve to re-

main faithful and pure before a watching and increasingly hostile world. This series, first 

published in July 2015, is a timely reminder to that end. –ed.  

We’ve recently witnessed some changes in the cultural landscape that understand-
ably cause believers great concern. Is society turning its back on the church? Is this 
the beginning of a new era of persecution and political pressure for the church? 
And how should we respond to a world that is increasingly hostile to God’s Word 
and His people?

At times like these, it is vital that believers not give in to panic and frantic over-
reaction. Instead, we need to fall back on eternal truth, and rest confidently in the 
palm of God’s sovereign hand. These recent changes are merely cosmetic—the 
world has always hated God’s Word and His design. It will stop at nothing to si-
lence the preaching of the gospel and the testimony of its power to transform lives.  

How we respond to this hostility is vital. We’re not called to lives of compromise 
and capitulation, nor were we saved and transformed for the sake of mounting 

Respectable Elders
—by Jeremiah Johnson

political counterattacks and redeeming the culture. Like Lazarus, we’ve been called 
out of the grave of our sin, bestowed with new life, and set apart as examples of 
God’s redeeming, transforming power. And in the white-hot light of persecution, 
the testimony of our faith and the quality of our godliness is perpetually under 
scrutiny.

In his letter to Titus and the churches of Crete, the apostle Paul makes that very 
point. “This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to 
speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in 
good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men” (Titus 3:8). In his com-
mentary on the epistle, John MacArthur explains Paul’s point.

When Christians exalt the Word of God and demonstrate God’s power to transform lives, 

“these things are good and profitable for men”—for the believers themselves and, even more 

significantly . . . for the unsaved sinners around them who are drawn to Christ by the ex-

emplary lives of those He has graciously transformed. 

What does that profitable behavior look like? How should our lives adorn the gos-
pel in the midst of a world bent on antagonism to the truth? Earlier in his letter, 
Paul gave some specific instructions for holy living to his readers. Regarding those 
instructions, John notes:

They often have been unpopular and controversial, even in the church. At no time have 

they been more unpopular and controversial than in many churches today, where person-

al opinion and cultural standards take precedence over God’s truth and self-fulfillment is 

more important than holy living. 

All the more reason, then, to pay close attention to Paul’s teaching, and biblically 
discipline ourselves for godliness and kingdom use.

Paul addresses his instructions to specific groups within his audience—the first is 
the older men. “Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, 
in love, in perseverance” (Titus 2:2).  

The fact that Paul began by addressing his older readers—or that he paid them any 
attention at all—flies in the face of our modern emphasis on always appealing to 
younger, hipper audiences. In recent years, as the church has chased and mimicked 
every conceivable trend and popular subculture, older saints have been routinely 
ignored or cast aside. In fact, one of the most consistent flaws in churches today is 

Image: Michal Matlon on Unsplash
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the utter lack of the spiritual maturity and godly examples of seasoned believers.

As John MacArthur explains, Scripture does not share the modern, dismissive per-
spective regarding older saints.

Moses was 80 years old when God called him to lead Israel out of bondage in Egypt 
and to the land of promise. But, like his poor speaking ability (Exodus 4:10–12), 
advanced age did not excuse him from the Lord’s work.

At the age of 83—after having traveled some 250,000 miles on horseback, preached 
more than 40,000 sermons, and produced some 200 books and pamphlets—John 
Wesley regretted that he was unable to read and write for more than 15 hours a 
day without his eyes becoming too tired to work. After his 86th birthday, he ad-
mitted to an increasing tendency to lie in bed until 5:30 in the morning!

Godly older saints who bring strength, stability, and wisdom to a church should 
be cherished. Ancient Israel was told by the Lord, “You shall rise up before the 
gray-headed, and honor the aged” (Leviticus 19:32; cf. Proverbs 16:31). The godly 
are assured that they “will still yield fruit in old age” (Psalm 92:14) and that “the 
path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter 
until the full day” (Proverbs 4:18). [3]
That’s not to say that age alone makes one a godly example or a spiritual leader. 
Paul’s instructions to older men make it clear that even they require spiritual disci-
pline.  

Specifically, he charges them to be temperate, dignified, and sensible. It’s a call to 
avoid extravagance and overindulgence, and to be sober minded (cf. 1 Corinthians 
15:34; 1 Peter 1:13; 4:7) and discerning.

In his commentary, John explains the spiritual maturity Paul is recommending.

The “temperate” older man is able to discern more clearly which things are of the greatest 

importance and value. He uses his time, his money, and his energy more carefully and 

selectively than when he was younger and less mature. His priorities are in the right order, 

and he is satisfied with fewer and simpler things. . . .

The “dignified” person is never frivolous, trivial, or superficial. He never laughs at immo-

rality, vulgarity, or anything else that is sinful and ungodly. Nor does he laugh at that 

which is tragic or at the expense of others.  

Older believers have lived long enough to see many people, including good friends and 

close family members, experience serious misfortune, suffer great pain, and perhaps die at 

an early age. They may have seen a spouse or a child suffer leukemia or some other form 

of cancer or debilitating disease. They have learned the value of time and opportunity. 

They better accept and comprehend their own mortality, the imperfections of this present 

world, and the inability of material things to give lasting, deep satisfaction. They have seen 

utopian ideas fail and have learned how short-lived and disappointing euphoric emotional 

experiences can be, even those—or perhaps especially those—that purport to be of a higher 

spiritual order. . . .

They should have the discernment, discretion, and judgment that comes from walking with 

God for many years. They control their physical passions and they reject worldly stan-

dards and resist worldly attractions. 

Paul underscores those important character qualities with the call to be “sound in 
faith, in love, [and] in perseverance.” As John explains,

First of all, older men who have been through 50, 60, 70, or more years of life are to be 

“sound in faith,” having learned that God indeed can be trusted in every way. They do not 

question His wisdom or power or love, and they do not lose trust in His goodness and grace 

or lose confidence in His divine plan and divine wisdom. They do not doubt the truth or 

sufficiency of His Word or waver in their divinely assured hope that His sovereign plan 

will be fulfilled.

Second, older men are to be “sound . . . in love”—toward God, toward His people, and to-

ward those who do not yet know Him. They love by bearing one another’s burdens and 

thereby fulfilling the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). They have learned to love when their 

love is not deserved and to continue loving when it is rejected and even when they suffer 

because of it. They lovingly forgive and they lovingly serve. . . .  

Third, older men are to be “sound . . . in perseverance.” They are to exhibit the ability to 

endure hardship, to accept disappointment and failure, to be satisfied despite thwarted 

personal desires and plans. They have learned to graciously live with such difficulties as 

physical weakness, loneliness, and being misunderstood and unappreciated. They do not 

lose heart when things do not turn out the way they had hoped and expected, but have the 

perfect confidence “that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

~4~
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While Paul directed his exhortation specifically to the older men in the Cre-
tan churches, all believers ought to strive for the kind of spiritual maturity he 
describes. Not only is that maturity a great benefit to the Body of Christ, but it 
adorns the gospel of Jesus Christ and confirms the testimony of His people to the 
hostile, watching world.

Also Read:

Mythbuster: Slain in the Spirit, by Costi Hinn

https://www.forthegospel.org/mythbusters-slain-in-the-spirit/

From: https://www.gty.org/library/blog/B150710 ~5~
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The Southern Baptist Convention is preparing to expel a member church for af-
firming the membership of individuals openly practicing homosexuality. The SBC 
executive committee is scheduled to meet Monday and Tuesday to discuss the issue 
that arose with Towne View Baptist Church in Kennesaw, Georgia.

Contrary to major media reports, the SBC is not preparing to expel Towne View 
for “accepting LGBTQ people” into their worship services. Multiple guests and 
visitors regularly attend SBC services around the country despite the fact that their 
public life choices likely violate church doctrine. The issue with Towne View Bap-
tist, according to the SBC, is that the church is accepting those who are living in 
contradiction of the denomination’s statement of faith to become actual members 
of the church, not just attend.

The pastor of the Kennesaw church, Jim Conrad, says he accepts that his church is 
likely to be “disfellowshipped” by the SBC.  

“These are folks who love Jesus and they want to serve Jesus,” Conrad says of a gay couple 

that wants to become members. “They just happen to be gay or lesbian or transgender and 

we want them to know there’s a place here where we’ll love Jesus and we’ll serve Jesus 

Image: Akira Hojo on Unsplash

Southern Baptists move to expel LGBT-promoting church 
from their denomination this week

—by Peter Heck

From: https://disrn.com//news/southern-baptists-move-to-expel-
lgbt-promoting-church-from-their-denomination-this-week

together. We wish the folks at the SBC well; we hold no ill will towards them, but we’re 

ready to move and see what God’s future for our church is going to be.”

The Southern Baptist Convention’s statement of faith labels homosexuality a sin. 
Therefore, those engaging in unrepentant, intentional acts of sin could not be, 
according to the SBC, truly “loving Jesus” or “wanting to serve Jesus” as Conrad 
asserts.

That appears to be the impetus behind the church’s coming ouster from the de-
nomination.
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YouTube Bans Pro-Life Website, LifeSite News, Deletes All Pro-Life  

Content— https://reformationcharlotte.org/2021/02/11/youtube-bans-pro-life-web-

site-lifesite-news-deletes-all-pro-life-content/ 

White House: “Biden-Harris administration is committed to codifying 

Roe v. Wade”— https://disrn.com//news/white-house-biden-harris-administration-

is-committed-to-codifying-roe-v-wade 

Head of U.S. Strategic Command warns of a “very real possibility” of 

nuclear war with China, Russia— https://disrn.com/news/head-of-us-strategic-

command-says-there-is-a-very-real-possibility-of-nuclear-war-with-china-russia

Biden Signs Executive Order Allowing the U.S. to Fund Global Abortions 

—https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/biden-signs-executive-order-allowing-the- 

u-s-to-fund-global-abortions/

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

The Pursuit of Peace—by Sam Stephens  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/the-pursuit-of-peace/

Defeating Despair—by Tim Pasma  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/defeating-despair/

Gracious Words Amid Sword Thrusts—by Jim Koerber  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/gracious-words-amid-sword-thrusts/

You Can Please God—by Kyle Gangel
https://biblicalcounseling.com/you-can-please-god/ 

Crafting Temptation and Repentance Plans to Help Addicts—by Keith 
Palmer
https://biblicalcounseling.com/crafting-temptation-and-repentance-plans-to-help-addicts/

Counseling Self-Injuring Teens
https://biblicalcounseling.com/resource-library/conference-messages/counseling-self- 

injuring-teens/

Enduring Dark Providences
https://biblicalcounseling.com/resource-library/articles/enduring-dark-providences/ 

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to lives-

tream the class. Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click the lives-

tream button on home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblical Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on 
hold while teacher recovers 
from surgery. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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