
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

September 27th, 2020

https://covenantbaptistsc.org
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Bible Education Hour (Puritans and Systematic Theology) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M.

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 6:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M. 
—RESUMING SEPT.2 (See p. 2 for more info)

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(September 27th, 2020)

Call to Worship: Romans 12:1-2

Praise The Lord, Ye Heavens, Adore Him—3

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 1:1-14; 2:1-4 

Lead On, O King Eternal —124 

We Come, O Christ, To You—111

Message:
 Jesus Is God, Part 2—John 17:5 

Prayer and Benediction

Closing Hymn: Oh, How He Loves You And Me —157

1. Announcements, Events, and Book of the Week—pg. 2 

2. Theology: Over half of US Christians believe good works will get them into Heaven: 
study (article)—pg. 3 

3. News: At least 13 people have been arrested for West Coast arson crimes. Here are 
the details. (main article)—pg. 4 

4. News (cont.), Quote of the Week, and Resources for Biblical Counseling—pg. 6 

5. Directions—pg. 7

Table of Contents

Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship

On-Call Deacon List: 

• September 27: Lucas
• October 4: Egan
• October 11: Rogers

Church Cleaning Schedule: 

• October 3: Wheat
• October 10: Kyzer (K&R)/Bean
• October 17: Allen
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Our Fall Conference will be Oct 25-28th  with Tommy Waltz from Gospel of God ministries.  The topic is on evangelism. 
— 
Due to low response, the church swap has been cancelled for tomorrow and will be rescheduled for the spring. There are a few 
items that were dropped off this week and they will be available to look through Sunday in the library. Any items remaining 
Sunday after church will be donated to His House. 
— 
Ann Shumpert (daughter of Andy & Kay Shumpert) will be married to Mr. Kirk Douglas (US Air Force) on October 9, and 
moving to Japan.  If you would like to write a note of encouragement, or gift them with an Amazon gift card for home supplies, 
you can bring it to church and place in the decorated box set up in the foyer for that purpose. 
— 
Ladies (of all ages), a study is starting here at the church on the 3rd Saturday of every month from 10-11 AM, beginning in Sep-
tember and lasting through January.  The book we are going through is called “Becoming a Titus 2 Woman” by Martha Peace.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the kitchen counter.  If you have any questions please see Rebecca Egan, Carey Smoak, or Coie 
Watson.  If you ordered a book and need to pick it up or pay, you can do so with Rebecca or Coie. 
— 
The church elders, after studying and praying over the matter for several years, have decided to open an orphanage in Guntur, 
India. It will be near the church that we, thru the Mission Team, started 2 years ago named after our own church here. Pastor 
Prabhu and his wife, Leena, will head it up. It will take about $3230 to get it started and then about $41 per child, per month. 
This will include rent for the house, food to stock the kitchen, electricity, 10 bunk beds with mattresses, boys clothing, and a 
kitchen stove. For a more detailed list or if you have any questions, please see Elder Alton Crapps.  If you would like to partici-
pate in this church project, just earmark checks or envelopes ‘India Orphanage.’
—
On Wednesday evening, at 6pm we have a special time of prayer for any need. We gather in the fellowship area and all are 
invited to come and participate. At 7pm we have our worship wervice with two focused prayers, the singing of hymns and our 
study through the book of Romans.  We would love to have you come to worship  together in this midweek service.

Announcements

Book of the Week: The Doctrines of Grace, by James Montgomery Boice & Philip Graham Ryken

“We live in an age of weak theology and casual Christianity. And this situation will continue 
as long as God’s people insist on substituting intuition for truth, feeling for belief, and imme-
diate gratification for enduring hope. Yet if evangelicalism will again denounce this self - cen-
tered faith and place Christ and his cross at the center of its vision, the church will see great 
days once more. According to authors James Montgomery Boice and Philip Graham Ryken, 
this will happen when believers specifically return to the gospel foundation with its doctrines 
of radical depravity, unconditional election, particular redemption, efficacious grace, and 
persevering grace.” 

 
https://www.amazon.com/Doctrines-Grace-Rediscovering-Evangelical-Gospel/

 

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class—On hold

Biblical Counseling Class—On hold

Second Sunday Dinner—October 11th. Please 

plan to bring a dish to share and stay for the fellow-

ship. Also remember that we usually have visitors 

who stay for the meal, and you are encouraged to 

bring more than a small side dish so that there is 

plenty to go around.

 

Planned Parenthood Gospel Outreach—

Tuesday, Sept. 22nd and Saturday, Sept 26th

Fall Conference with Gospel of God  

Ministries—October 25-28, 2020

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

NCFIC Singles Conference—NCFIC is offering 

a Singles Conference: Holiness to the Lord October 

28-29. More details can be found at: https://ncfic.

org/events/216400/overview

~2~
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Less than half of U.S. Christians expect to experience eternal salvation because 
of their confession of sin and acceptance of Christ as their Savior, while a larger 
number of professing Christians believe good works will get them into Heaven, a 
new survey has found. 

The American Worldview Inventory 2020 survey conducted by the Cultural Re-
search Center at Arizona Christian University found that a majority of people who 
describe themselves as Christian (52%) accept a “works-oriented” means to God’s 
acceptance. 

In contrast, a minority of adults (46%) who describe themselves as “Christian” 
expect to experience eternal salvation because of their confession of sin and accep-
tance of Christ as their savior.  

The study also found that “huge proportions of people” associated with churches 
whose official doctrine says eternal salvation comes only from embracing Jesus 
Christ as savior “believe that a person can qualify for Heaven by being or doing 
good.” That includes close to half of all adults associated with Pentecostal (46%), 
mainline Protestant (44%), and evangelical (41%) churches. A much larger share of

Over half of US Christians believe good works will get them 
into Heaven: study

—by Leah MarieAnn Klett

 Catholics (70%) embrace that point of view.  

The survey of 2,000 individuals found that one in three Americans (33%) say they 
consider themselves to be a Christian and affirm the statement that “when you die 
you will go to heaven only because you have confessed your sins and have accepted 
Jesus Christ as your savior.”

Len Munsil, president of Arizona Christian University, said the “lack of under-
standing of basic Christian theology is stunning,” with “potentially devastating 
consequences for individual souls and really for all aspects of American life and 
culture.”

“It’s a wakeup call for the church, and for leaders in all areas of influence, to speak, 
teach and work to restore biblical truth,” Munsil said. “Many souls will be lost if 
people are misled by the false notion that we can earn our way to heaven, rather 
than recognizing the truth that Christ alone and His righteousness are the basis for 
our salvation.”

Overall, 54% of U.S. adults believe they will get to Heaven after they die and only 
2% believe they are going to hell. Additionally, 63% of adults believe “having faith 
matters more than which faith you have.”  

George Barna, director of research for the Cultural Research Center, said Ameri-
cans are “in an ‘anything goes’ mindset when it comes to faith, morals, values and 
lifestyle.”

“Americans appear to be creating unique, highly customized worldviews based on 
feelings, experiences and opportunities rather than working within the boundaries 
of a comprehensive, time-tested, consistent worldview,” he said.  

“... By abandoning our moral standards and traditions, and replacing them with 
inclusive and conditional preferences, we are losing the foundations that have 
enabled the ‘American experiment’ to succeed for more than two centuries,” Barna 
added.

“We can only hope that our critical moral institutions — particularly the family and 
churches — will wake up and help the nation to get back on track.”

Image: Free-Photos from pixabay
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The survey corroborates a previous report released by the Barna Group and the 
American Bible Society which found that Scripture engagement is on the decline, 
with U.S. adults who say they read the Bible daily dropping from 14% to 9% be-
tween early 2019 and 2020. 

Another recent poll from LifeWay Research, in partnership with Explore the Bi-
ble, found that 57% of Protestant churchgoers say the Bible is “challenging” when 
read alone.

In recent years, a  number of pastors have stressed the importance of discipleship 
within churches amid a nationwide decline in biblical literacy.

“You and I are so overstimulated, you and I are so overwhelmed with fast-paced, 
energized entertainment that we have developed a real idealized sense of life with 
a real low pain tolerance,” megachurch Pastor Matt Chandler said in a sermon last 
year. “The Church herself no longer is about discipleship, no longer is about be-
ing shaped, no longer is it about being formed. It’s about being entertained in the 
gathering.”  

Chandler noted that in Acts, Paul warns the Ephesians, “After I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.”

“How do you fight that? You walk with one another in community, you encourage 
one another in your giftedness, and you embrace that you’ve been called a minister 
of reconciliation and an ambassador of Christ for the building up of the body,” he 
said. 

Pastor H.B. Charles Jr. told The Christian Post that every aspect of corporate wor-
ship should be a means of “making disciples of Jesus Christ,” from the preaching of 
the Word to singing. 

“Faithful shepherds are needed to oversee the worship life of the Church to keep 
the Church focused on the Word of God,” he said. “Every element of a worship 
service must be geared around the Word of God so that we sing the Scriptures, 
read the Scriptures, pray the Scriptures, preach the Scriptures and enact the Scrip-
tures in prayer and the ministry of the word.”

“We need to build safeguards around the Church so that the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ are central,” Charles added.

Image: 12019--12019 from pixabay

From: https://www.christianpost.com/news/over-half-of-us-christians-
believe-good-works-will-get-them-into-heaven-study.html

As wildfires scorch the West Coast, debate is raging on the internet over what 
exactly is causing the fires — climate change or human acts of arson. And as Glenn 
Beck pointed out on Wednesday, it appears the left and Big Tech have already 
made their determination and have resolved to make that everyone else’s determi-
nation, too.  

Over the past week, PolitiFact summarily shot down allegations of human-made 
fires and Facebook announced a sweeping policy to flag and remove posts on the 
platform suggesting as much.

But that flies in the face of the truth of the matter regarding the wildfires, which is 
that many of the fires burning through California, Oregon, and Washington state 
were in fact started by criminals. While reasonable people might argue about the 
extent to which climate change and/or poor forest management made the fires 
worse than they otherwise would have been, there can be no doubt that many of 
these fires would not have existed at all if they had not been intentionally started 
by humans.

At least 13 people have been arrested for West Coast ar-
son crimes. Here are the details.

—by Philip Shiver

~4~
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A quick survey of national and local media reports show that there have been at 
least 13 named individuals arrested on arson crimes in recent weeks.
Here are the details

1. Jeffrey Acord, 36, was arrested in Puyallup, Washington, last Wednesday on 
reckless burning charges. When police arrived on the scene, Acord reportedly 
started Facebook livestreaming the incident to act like he had discovered the fire. 
Acord is a known Black Lives Matter activist who led a BLM rally in June. He had 
previously been arrested on weapons charges during a 2014 protest in Ferguson, 
Missouri.

2. Elijas Newton Pendergrass, 44, was arrested under suspicion of starting the 
Sweet Creek Milepost 2 fire west of Eugene, Oregon, earlier this month. That fire 
has burned hundreds of acres and prompted evacuations.

3. Christine Comello, 36, was arrested in Spokane, Washington, last week on first- 
and second-degree arson charges. She had allegedly started fires near a commercial 
business and an old oil drum that reportedly “gave the fire the potential to explode 
into something much larger.”

4. Domingo Lopez Jr., 45, was arrested near Portland, Oregon, this week for start-
ing a fire using a Molotov cocktail. A day later, police said he was arrested again 
for starting six more small brushfires. He was taken to a hospital for a mental 
health evaluation and is being held on a total of seven counts of reckless burning.

5. Michael Jarrod Bakkela, 41, was arrested in Phoenix, Oregon, last week on two 
counts of arson, 15 counts of criminal mischief, and 14 counts of reckless endan-
germent. According to police, Bakkela is responsible for setting one of the two 
origins of the Almeda fire, which burned thousands of acres in southern Oregon 
and has killed two people. As of last week, 50 people remain unaccounted for as a 
result of the fire.

6. Jonathan Maas, 44, was arrested in Dexter, Oregon, for allegedly starting a fire 
in the woods near a frisbee golf course.  

7. Anita Esquivel, 37, was arrested in Salinas, California, for allegedly starting 
multiple fires along Highway 101. There were reportedly some indications that 
Esquivel was connected to Antifa, but the Monterey County District Attorney’s 
Office has since denied those allegations.

8. Osmin Palencia, 36, a homeless man, was arrested last month for allegedly start-
ing the Ranch 2 Fire in Azusa, California. That fire ended up burning through 
nearly 5,000 acres of land and took hundreds of firefighters to contain.

9. Ivan Geronimo Gomez, 31, has been arrested under suspicion that he was in-
volved in starting the massive Dolan Fire in Big Sur, California, which has burned 
through at least 23,000 acres. Gomez was also detained under suspicion of illegal 
marijuana cultivation.

10. Sammy Piatt, 53, was arrested for setting a pile of leaves on fire near a county 
building last Friday in Oregon City, Oregon..

11. Jett Avery Thomas, 36, was arrested for allegedly trying to set a hotel gas pipe 
on fire in Portland, Oregon.

12. John Davies, 55, and reportedly a transient, was arrested earlier this month for 
starting multiple fires in Novato, California.

13. Jacob Altona, 28, was arrested after being chased by cops along State Route 512 
and State Route 7 in Washington. He was alleged to have started a fire in the brush 
along the highway.
Anything else?

It should be noted that these are only the instances in which law enforcement were 
able to catch the individuals allegedly starting fires, as well as only the instances 
in which the suspects names have been released. There have been more reported 
arrests.

Also, on Sept. 7, after 300,000 acres were reported to have burned the day prior in 
Washington state, public lands commissioner Hilary Franz said she believes all 58 
of the fires were caused by humans.

“Because there was no lightning in the area, we believe all of these fires we saw 
yesterday were human caused,” Franz said.

While information is still being collected about the fires across the West Coast, it’s 
fair to call it malpractice to brush aside claims that criminals are responsible for 
starting many of the fires.

From: https://www.theblaze.com/news/at-least-13-people-arrested-ar-
son-wildfires~5~
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Minneapolis City Council members complain about city’s crime wave 

after proposing to defund police department— https://disrn.com/news/min-

neapolis-city-council-members-complain-about-citys-crime-wave-after-voting-to-defund-

police-department 

Singing ‘no riskier than talking’ for virus spread— https://www.bbc.com/

news/health-53853961

China orders hospitals to abort, kill newborn babies of religious and 

ethnic minorities— https://www.christianpost.com/news/xinjiang-hospitals-forced-

to-abort-kill-newborn-babies-born-outside-family-limits.html

One-third of evangelicals believe Jesus was a “good teacher,” but “not 

God”— https://disrn.com//news/one-third-of-evangelicals-believe-jesus-was-a-good-

teacher-but-he-was-not-god

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

The Pursuit of Peace—by Sam Stephens  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/the-pursuit-of-peace/

Defeating Despair—by Tim Pasma  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/defeating-despair/

Gracious Words Amid Sword Thrusts—by Jim Koerber  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/gracious-words-amid-sword-thrusts/

You Can Please God—by Kyle Gangel
https://biblicalcounseling.com/you-can-please-god/ 

Crafting Temptation and Repentance Plans to Help Addicts—by 
Keith Palmer
https://biblicalcounseling.com/crafting-temptation-and-repentance-plans-to-help-

addicts/ 

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to 

livestream the class.  Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click 

the livestream button on  home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblical Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on hold 
while teacher recovers from 
surgery. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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