
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

•	 The Exaltation of God 

	 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

•	 The Edification of the Saints 

	 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

•	 The Evangelization of the Sinner 

	 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

July 5th, 2020

https://covenantbaptistsc.org
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Bible Education Hour (Puritans) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M.—ON HOLD 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 7:00 P.M.—ON HOLD

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(July 5th, 2020)

The Solid Rock—381 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 62

He Leadeth Me! O, Blessed Thought—58

Behold Our God—126 

Message:
Repentance and Redemption 
For America and the Church  

—Nahum 1

Prayer and Benediction

Closing Hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be—393

1.	 Announcements, Events, and Book of the Week—pg. 2 

2.	 Theology: Why Did God Make Viruses? (article)—pg. 3 

3.	 News: ‘Horror Show’: Watchdog Reveals FDA Paid for ‘Fresh Human Fetal Parts’ 
for ‘Humanized Mice’ Experiments (main article)—pg. 5 

4.	 News (cont.), Quote of the Week, and Resources for Biblical Counseling—pg. 7 

5.	 Directions—pg. 8

Table of Contents

Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship

On-Call Deacon List: 

•	 July 5: Shumpert
•	 July 12: Smoak
•	 July 19: Kyzer

Church Cleaning Schedule: 

•	 July 11: Shumpert/Smoak
•	 July 18: Egan/Fudge
•	 July 25: Olds/Shealy

~1~



7

We are aware of the situation with the coronavirus and are asking that everyone take the necessary precautions (i.e. 
wash hands, use hand sanitizer, etc.) and monitor the church website and the texting service for announcements 
regarding our services. Things can change overnight as we have seen, so there may be a time when we cancel all ser-
vices. If you have any questions, you can ask any of the elders or deacons. If anyone needs help knowing how to lives-
tream the service, please see one of the elders or deacons. Also, if you need to stay home for health reasons and need 
anything brought to you, please let us know. We would be glad to serve you in this way.
—
A special time of prayer in the overflow room/fellowship area will begin soon, taking place on Wednesdays at 6:15 
PM. In an effort to have more prayer and to improve our Wednesday evening service, we are adding a time and place 
for men and women to pray for general needs. This is modeled after the men and women gathered together for prayer 
in the upper room in Acts 1. During the Wednesday evening service at 7 PM, we will have 2 or 3 men lead in a more 
directed prayer for specific topics or needs. Start date to be announced soon.
—
We will be starting our 2nd Sunday Fellowship Dinner next Sunday, July 12th. Please plan to bring a dish to share and 
stay for the fellowship. Also remember that we usually have visitors who stay for the meal, and you are encouraged to 
bring more than a small side dish so that there is plenty to go around.

Announcements

Book of the Week: Institutes of the Christian Religion, by John Calvin

The Institutes of the Christian Religion is Calvin’s single most important work, and one of the key texts to 
emerge from the Reformation of the sixteenth century. The book accompanied the Reformer throughout his 
life, growing in size from what was essentially an expanded catechism in 1536 to a full-scale work of biblical 
theology in 1559/1560....

Not doctrine only but its practical use is Calvin’s abiding concern. The author of the Institutes invites us both 
to know and to live the truth, and thus allow God’s Spirit to transform us.

The present translation is newly made from the French of 1541. It has been designed and annotated with the 
needs of a wide readership in mind.

https://banneroftruth.org/us/store/theology-books/institutes/

	

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class—On hold

Biblical Counseling Class—On hold

Second Sunday Dinner—We will be starting 

our 2nd Sunday Fellowship Dinner next Sunday, 

July 12th. Please plan to bring a dish to share and 

stay for the fellowship. Also remember that we 

usually have visitors who stay for the meal, and you 

are encouraged to bring more than a small side dish 

so that there is plenty to go around.

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

NCFIC Singles Conference—NCFIC is offering 

a Singles Conference: Holiness to the Lord October 

28-29. More details can be found at: https://ncfic.

org/events/216400/overview
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If God created everything good and with a purpose, why are there disease-causing bacteria and 

viruses in the world? 

 

There are some fundamental differences in how creationists and evolutionists view life. 
Biblical creationists believe that God created various forms of life according to their 
kinds with the ability to reproduce and fill the earth (Genesis 1:21– 22, 24–28). This view 
includes the concepts that God had purpose in what He created and that it originally was 
very good (Genesis 1:31; Isaiah 45:18).

In contrast, evolutionists view life as all descending from a single common ancestor by 
chance processes. Evolutionary arguments tend to imply that life isn’t really very complex 
or well designed. For example, 100 years ago a cell was promoted as being nothing more 
than a blob of protoplasm, implying that it wouldn’t be difficult for it to arise by chance. 
This proved to be wrong; cells are incredibly complex structures. At one time evolution-
ists argued that organs or structures with no known function actually had no function; 
at the time, this included hundreds of organs and structures in the human body. Instead, 
these were believed to be vestiges of evolution. This argument has become rather vesti-
gial itself, as these organs have been found to have function. 

Yet this argument reappeared in genetics. Most of the DNA in our bodies does not code 
for proteins, so it was labeled “junk DNA” by evolutionists who assumed it has no

Why Did God Make Viruses?
—by Dr. Jean Lightner

function. As research continues, it is becoming clear that this DNA has numerous essen-
tial functions. The evolutionary worldview has a dismal track record for anticipating the 
astounding complexity in life uncovered by scientific research.

If God created everything good and with a purpose, why are there disease-causing bac-
teria and viruses in the world? It is true that we first learned about bacteria and viruses 
because of the problems they cause. Bacteria have been studied in considerable detail and 
are now recognized to be mainly helpful and absolutely essential for life on Earth; bacte-
ria that cause disease (which developed as a result of the Fall) are the exceptions, not the 
rule.4 But what about viruses: what purpose could they possibly have?  

What Is a Virus?

Viruses are a bit of an enigma. They contain DNA or RNA that are found in all living 
things. This is packaged in a protein coat. Despite this, viruses are not usually considered 
living because they are not made up of cells and cannot reproduce by themselves. Instead, 
the virus will inject the DNA or RNA into a living cell, and the cell will make copies of 
the virus and assemble them so they can spread.  
 
Viruses vary considerably in their ability to cause disease. Many known viruses are not 
associated with disease at all. Others cause mild symptoms that may often go undetected. 
Some, like the HIV virus that causes AIDS in people, appear to have come from another 
species where they do not cause disease. Given our current knowledge of viruses, it is 
quite reasonable to believe that disease-causing viruses are descended from viruses that 
were once not harmful. It has been suggested that they have played an important role in 
maintaining life on Earth—somewhat similar to the way bacteria do. In fact, they may 
play a role in solving an intriguing puzzle that faces creationists.  

A Creationist Puzzle

The biblical record tells of a global Flood when all created kinds of unclean land animals 
were reduced to a population of two, the pair that was preserved with Noah on the Ark 
(Genesis 7). After the Flood, these animals reproduced and filled the earth again (Genesis 
8:15–19). Today, many of these kinds are represented by whole families. For example, 
the dog family (Canidae) is believed to represent a created kind. However, this is a very 
diverse group of animals. There are foxes that are adapted to living in the arctic, and 
others that live in the desert. There is incredible variety seen in modern domestic dog 
breeds. Where did all this variety come from? And how could it arise so quickly given 
that the Flood occurred around 4,300 years ago?  

The answer to this puzzle is probably quite complex. Some of the variety would have 
been carried by the pair of animals on the Ark. When parents pass traits on to their

Image: Anna Schvetz from Pexels
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offspring, these traits can appear in new combinations in the offspring (Mendelian 
genetics). Natural selection can weed some existing traits out of a population. However, 
a close examination reveals that genetic changes have also arisen in this time. Many of 
these changes do not appear accidental and do not directly cause disease. For this reason, 
some creationists have proposed that God “designed animals to be able to undergo genet-
ic mutations which would enable them to adapt to a wide range of environmental chal-
lenges while minimizing risk.” 

Isn’t That Evolution?

It is important to recognize that biologists use several distinct definitions for evolution 
that are often blurred together as if they are synonymous.Evolution is sometimes defined 
as “change in the genetic makeup (or gene frequency) of a population over time.” This 
has been observed; both creationists and evolutionists recognize this as important in 
building models to help us understand what likely happened in the past. A second defini-
tion of evolution involves the idea that all life descended from a common ancestor over 
millions of years through naturalistic processes. This has not been observed. In fact, it 
is in direct opposition to the testimony God (the eyewitness to creation) gives us in the 
Bible. The idea that all life has a common ancestor requires the assumption that the Bi-
ble’s history is false, and the assumption that changes which do occur could produce the 
variety of life we see today from a single-celled ancestor. 

With regard to the first definition of evolution, creationists and evolutionists differ in 
the pattern of genetic changes they should expect to see. The creation model predicts 
that degenerative changes can occur because mankind sinned and brought death into the 
world (Genesis 3). It also predicts that adaptive changes could occur because God cares 
for His creation and intends for the earth to be inhabited (Psalm 147:8–9; Isaiah 45:18; 
Matthew 6:25–34). Both types of changes have been observed. The fact that some foxes 
are adapted to live in the arctic while others are adapted to live in the desert fits perfectly 
with this biblical teaching. While evolutionists accept that these types of changes occur, 
their model requires that most genetic changes add information to the genome. This 
pattern has not been observed. Without this pattern, they cannot account for the many 
organs and complex biochemical pathways that exist in animals today. Scientific obser-
vations show that there is an overall pattern of decay seen in the genome, which is the 
opposite of what the evolutionary model would predict.

Another difference is the source of the genetic change. Evolutionists assume that random 
mutations and natural selection can account for the genetic changes that are seen. Since 
the underlying mechanism is naturalistic, changes were expected to be very slow. Con-
trary to their expectations, rapid adaptation has been observed, and evolutionists have 
had to adjust their thinking to accept this. Furthermore, detailed studies of the pattern in 
genetic differences within related animals don’t make sense if mutations are assumed to 
always be essentially random events. Something else is clearly going on here. It appears

 that God has placed some incredible programming into the genomes of the animals He 
created, and viruses may play some role in this.  

Evidence of Horizontal Gene Transfer

Interestingly, there are some portions of DNA in animals that look like they came from a 
virus. While some of these were likely originally present in the genome since they have 
essential functions, others may have been introduced by viruses. A number of years ago, 
one creationist proposed that horizontal gene flow (genes picked up from somewhere in 
the environment rather than inherited from parents) may help to explain rapid adapta-
tion and the interesting pattern of DNA in animals. In fact, the author lists 13 different 
biological phenomena that might be explained by horizontal gene flow. Since viruses car-
ry genetic material (DNA or RNA), they are the most logical agents to suspect in trans-
ferring genes. While horizontal gene transfer would not change the identity of an animal 
(i.e., it would still belong to the same kind), it could rapidly provide a source of genetic 
variability that allows for rapid adaptation. If this is the case, then viruses were created 
“good” (as in Genesis 1), with a support role much like bacteria are known to have.

While the evidence is largely circumstantial, further scientific investigation does seem to 
support these ideas. In fact, a recent PNAS article has brought some new information to 
light. Previous studies had suggested horizontal transfer between closely related species. 
This study identified a large section of DNA (~2.9 kb) that was approximately 96 percent 
identical in a marsupial (opossum), several placentals (mouse, rat, bushbaby, tenrec, and 
little brown bat), a reptile (anole lizard), and an amphibian (African clawed frog). It was 
absent from the 27 other animals surveyed (which included human and Jamaican fruit 
bat). This sequence appears to have been incorporated into an existing functional gene in 
rats and mice, although its specific function is not yet known. Because of the pattern ob-
served, it appears that horizontal gene transfer was concentrated at some time in the past 
and perhaps occurred via a DNA virus. Interestingly, several species (anole and opossum) 
are from Central/South America, several are restricted to Africa (bushbaby, tenrec), and 
the others have a wider geographical distribution. This suggests that the transfer may 
have occurred early post-Flood or been intercontinental in scope.  

Since most scientists are heavily influenced by the evolutionary worldview, they often 
miss indicators of purpose. For example, the section of DNA discussed above is a trans-
poson (a type of mobile genetic element or transposable element). After the putative 
transfer, it was copied and integrated into several different parts of the genome in the 
various species. This requires that the proper tools (e.g., enzymes) be in place so that the 
section of DNA can be incorporated into the genome initially, then modified and copied 
appropriately. Given that decay has occurred over time, it is not surprising to creation-
ists that there are examples of transposons where this process doesn’t work properly and 
disease occurs.

~4~
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 Diseases draw attention and research dollars, so the problems associated with trans-
posons have been recognized before the benefits are understood (much like was true of 
bacteria). Many people still view these mobile genetic elements as “parasitic” or “selfish.” 
However, they are quite widespread in the genome of plants, animals, and man. If their 
insertion was always purely “random,” it seems they should more consistently cause 
problems in a complex system such as the genome.27 Therefore, it seems more logical to 
believe that transposons have purpose and were designed in a way to benefit their pos-
sessor. 

The Bible Explains the Paradox

The biblical view explains an important paradox we see in the world around us. It antic-
ipates the complexity that is constantly being uncovered by scientific research; God is an 
all-wise Creator and would be expected to use awesome design patterns and program-
ming. It also explains the decay observed because mankind sinned and brought death into 
the world; the world is now in bondage to decay (Romans 8:20–21). This is an exciting 
time to be a creationist researcher, as the tremendous volume of scientific research is 
helping to provide answers to questions that have been asked for decades.

Editor’s note: Originally published in Answers in Depth 4 (2009), https://answersingenesis.org/

answers/in-depth/v4/.

From: https://answersingenesis.org/biology/microbiology/
why-did-god-make-viruses/

In what sounds like something from the mind of writer Mary Shelley who au-
thored the novel “Frankenstein,” a federal government agency paid for human fetal 
body parts to be used in the creation of “humanized mice.”

Judicial Watch, a non-profit government watchdog group, announced Tuesday 
it received 165 pages of records from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
showing the agency between 2012 and 2018 signed eight contracts worth more 
than $96,000 with Advanced Bioscience Resources (ABR) to acquire “fresh and 
never frozen” tissue from 1st and 2nd trimester aborted fetuses for use in creating 
“humanized mice” for ongoing research. 
 
You can view the documents here [https://www.judicialwatch.org/documents/
jw-v-hhs-humanized-mice-fda-prod-2-00876/?utm_source=deployer&utm_medi-
um=email&utm_campaign=press+release&utm_content=20200623140608]. 

“These documents are a horror show,” said Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton. 
“These records show that the FDA was trafficking in human fetal parts.”  

ABR is a non-profit firm that has been the subject of criminal referrals from House

‘Horror Show’: Watchdog Reveals FDA Paid for ‘Fresh 
Human Fetal Parts’ for ‘Humanized Mice’ Experiments

—CBN News

Image: CBN News
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 and Senate committees investigating whether Planned Parenthood or any other 
entity was illegally profiting from the handling of fetal tissue from aborted babies.  

Federal law regulates the purchase and acceptance of human fetal tissue for re-
search purposes. It is unlawful to knowingly transfer fetal tissue for profit.  

Judicial Watch filed a federal lawsuit in May of 2019 after the US Department of 
Health and Human Services failed to respond adequately to Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request from a year prior seeking “all contracts and related documentation 
between FDA and Advanced Biosciences Resources (ABR) for the provision of 
human fetal tissue to be used in humanized mice research.”

In an email thread from June 28, 2017, the statement of work notes:

“The Division of Applied Regulatory Science (DARS) OCP/OTS/CDER is conducting 

a research program to evaluate the usefulness of humanized mice (HM) for regulatory 

purposes. The HM are created by surgical implantation of human tissue into mice that 

have multiple genetic mutations that block the development of the mouse immune system 

at a very early stage. The absence of the mouse immune system allows the human tissues 

to grow and develop into functional human tissues. As part of this process DARS needs 

to repeatedly acquire the proper type of tissues. In order for the humanization to proceed 

correctly we need to obtain fetal tissue with a specific set of specialized characteristics.”

Among the specific characteristics are that the tissue be “Age range 16-24 weeks” 
and “Tissue must be fresh and never frozen.”  

Other emails obtained by the government watchdog from 2017 and 2018 show 
officials at the FDA and the ABR, discussing the use of human fetal tissue in the 
mice experiments and a “fees schedule for services.”  The fees schedule provided by 
ABR lists “Fetal Cadaverous Specimen Procurement” that includes pricing for “2nd 
trimester specimen (13 – 24 weeks)” and “1st trimester specimen (8 – 12 weeks),” 
with the pricing amounts redacted. Under a section titled “Special Processing/
Preservation” are fees for “Specimen ‘cleaning’”, “Snap freezing (LN2)”, “Passive 
freezing (dry ice)” and “Foreign shipments.”  

On Sept. 24, 2018, the FDA terminated a contract with ABR to provide fetal tissue, 
saying: “The Government is not sufficiently assured that the human tissue provid-
ed to the Government to humanize the immune systems of mice will comply with 
the prohibitions set forth under 42 U.S.C. § 289g-2.”

The letter adds, “The Government has concerns with the sufficiency of the sole-
source justification,” according to Judicial Watch.

The law 42 USC 289g-2 involves “Prohibitions regarding human fetal tissue.”

HHS said in a statement on September 24, 2018, it was “conducting an audit of all 
acquisitions involving human fetal tissue to ensure conformity with procurement 
and human fetal tissue research laws and regulations.”

“Incredibly, there continues to be a push to reopen these monstrous experiments!” 
Fitton said.

In February of this year, Judicial Watch uncovered 676 pages of records from the 
National Institutes of Health showing that the agency paid thousands of dollars to 
California-based ABR to purchase organs from aborted human fetuses to create 
“humanized mice” for HIV research.

From: https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/2020/june/horror-
show-watchdog-reveals-fda-paid-for-fresh-human-fetal-parts-
for-humanized-mice-experiments
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List of 269 companies supporting Antifa, Black Lives Matter, the lines 

have been drawn— https://www.naturalnews.com/2020-06-25-269-companies-sup-

porting-antifa-black-lives-matter.html

Denver school board votes unanimously to pull police out of schools, cit-

ing “systemic racism”— https://disrn.com/news/denver-school-board-unanimously-

votes-to-withdraw-police-from-public-schools 

Monkeys steal coronavirus blood samples in India— https://www.reuters.

com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india-monkey-idUSKBN2351KV  

Costi Hinn names new wave of prosperity preachers, says they are not 

like his uncle, are businessmen— https://www.christianpost.com/news/costi-

hinn-names-new-wave-of-prosperity-preachers-says-they-are-not-like-his-uncle-are-

businessmen.html

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

The Pursuit of Peace—by Sam Stephens  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/the-pursuit-of-peace/

Defeating Despair—by Tim Pasma  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/defeating-despair/

Gracious Words Amid Sword Thrusts—by Jim Koerber  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/gracious-words-amid-sword-thrusts/

You Can Please God—by Kyle Gangel
https://biblicalcounseling.com/you-can-please-god/ 

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to 

livestream the class.  Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click 

the livestream button on  home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblical Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on hold 
while teacher recovers from 
surgery. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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