
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

June 14th, 2020

https://covenantbaptistsc.org
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Bible Education Hour (Puritans) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M.—ON HOLD 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 7:00 P.M.—ON HOLD

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(June 14th, 2020)

How Firm a Foundation—364

Scripture Reading:  
James 2:1-13 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross—290

Speak, O Lord—368 

Message:
Biblical Discernment in a Time of Racial Divide, Pt 1 

—Acts 17:24–315 

Prayer and Benediction

Closing Hymn: There Is a Redeemer—201

1. Announcements, Events, and Book of the Week—pg. 2 

2. Theology: Three Reasons Why Christians Should Reject #BlackLivesMatter (arti-
cle)—pg. 3 

3. Monkeys steal coronavirus blood samples in India (main article)—pg. 6 

4. News (cont.), Quote of the Week, and Resources for Biblical Counseling—pg. 8 

5. Directions—pg. 9

Table of Contents

Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship
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We are aware of the situation with the coronavirus and are asking that everyone take the necessary precautions (i.e. wash hands, use 
hand sanitizer, etc.) and monitor the church website and the texting service for announcements regarding our services. Things can 
change overnight as we have seen, so there may be a time when we cancel all services. If you have any questions, you can ask any of 
the elders or deacons. If anyone needs help knowing how to livestream the service, please see one of the elders or deacons. Also, if 
you need to stay home for health reasons and need anything brought to you, please let us know. We would be glad to serve you in 
this way.
—
A special time of prayer in the overflow room/fellowship area will begin soon, taking place on Wednesdays at 6:15 PM. In an effort 
to have more prayer and to improve our Wednesday evening service, we are adding a time and place for men and women to pray 
for general needs. This is modeled after the men and women gathered together for prayer in the upper room in Acts 1. During the 
Wednesday evening service at 7 PM, we will have 2 or 3 men lead in a more directed prayer for specific topics or needs. Start date to 
be announced soon.
—
We will have preaching this Sunday evening:

Matt Watson: June 14th, 6pm

Come and support these men as the preach and teach the Word of God.
—
We will be having the Lord’s Supper soon; the date will be announced later.

Announcements

Book of the Week: The Gospel According to Paul, by John MacArthur

The apostle Paul penned a number of very pithy, focused passages in his letters to the early 
church that summarize the gospel message in just a few well-chosen words.  Each of these key 
texts has a unique emphasis highlighting some essential aspect of the good news.  The chapters 
in this revelatory new book closely examine those vital gospel texts, one verse at a time. John 
MacArthur tackles such questions as, “What is the gospel? What are the essential elements of 
the message? How can we be certain we have it right? And how should Christians be proclaim-
ing the good news to the world?” As always, the answers John MacArthur gives are clear, com-
pelling, well-reasoned, easy to grasp, and above all, thoroughly biblical. The Gospel According 
to Paul is written in a style that is easily accessible to everyone, including those who know very 
little about the Bible, while being of great value to seasoned pastors and experienced ministers.  

https://www.gty.org/store/books/451184/the-gospel-according-to-paul

 

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class—On hold

Biblical Counseling Class—On hold

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

NCFIC Singles Conference—NCFIC is offering 

a Singles Conference: Holiness to the Lord October 

28-29. More details can be found at: https://ncfic.

org/events/216400/overview
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n May 25th 2020, the video of the mistreatment and subsequent death of George Floyd 
was a bombshell that rocked our nation. Within hours of the video that surfaced with 
officer Derek Chauvin on the neck of George Floyd, protests and subsequent city-wide 
riots broke out in Minneapolis and eventually, throughout the nation. Organizers of 
these protests continue to use the #BlackLivesMatter or #BLM hashtag as they call for 
justice in the case of Floyd.

Black Lives Matter was born during the height of the controversy surrounding the 
George Zimmerman trial in 2013. What started as a simple hashtag quickly grew into a 
cultural movement and subsequently—an entire social justice organization.

According to Herbert G. Ruffin II, the Black Lives Matter movement builds on past civil 
rights movements and infuses intersectionality as a means of fueling the new social jus-
tice movement. He writes:

Its organizational structure builds on the legacy of earlier reform campaigns, including the civil 

rights/black power movement, Pan Africanism, Africana womanism, the LGBT movement, and 

the Occupy Wall Street movement while using cyber activism to promote its agenda. Specifically, 

Black Lives Matter puts the feminist theory of “intersectionality” into action by calling for a

Three Reasons Why Christians Should Reject  
#BlackLivesMatter

—by Josh Buice

united focus on issues of race, class, gender, nationality, sexuality, disability, and state-sponsored 

violence.  

If anyone should value life—including the lives of Black people—it should be the Church 
of Jesus. While every single Christian, regardless of ethnicity, should desire justice in the 
case of George Floyd, that doesn’t mean that Christianity must be baptized into the woke 
movement of #BlackLivesMatter whose worldview is rooted in ethnic partiality.

This is certain for several reasons, which I will detail in this article, but at the end of the 
day we must remember that Christianity is the world’s greatest message and if we as 
Christians will see real peace, love, and unity—it will only be through the gospel of Jesus.

The Radical Social Justice Agenda of #BlackLivesMatter

According to the Black Lives Matter website, they exist to work for “freedom, liberation, 
and justice.” They have a new agenda in 2020 called, #WhatMatters2020 which is de-
scribed as follows:

BLM’s #WhatMatters2020 is a campaign aimed to maximize the impact of the BLM movement by 

galvanizing BLM supporters and allies to the polls in the 2020 U.S Presidential Election to build 

collective power and ensure candidates are held accountable for the issues that systematically and 

disproportionately impact Black and under-served communities across the nation.

Notice the language of “power” which seems to be the central goal of the organization. 
They want to gain power so that they can change power structures within major arenas 
like the powerful seats of office within American politics and beyond. The woke social 
justice movement has mortally wounded the university system in our nation, negatively 
impacted businesses, and has now been infused within evangelicalism.

We continue to see this movement working through evangelical circles as proponents of 
social justice demand equality and continue to make the claim of ongoing present system-
ic racism that is dominating evangelicalism.  

Pastor Eric Mason, the founding pastor of Epiphany Fellowship in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania and the author of Woke Church defines “woke” as an “urban colloquialism used by 
black nationalists and those who are in the black consciousness movement” to describe 
becoming fully aware of “the systemic, sociological, economic and comprehensive disen-
franchisement of African-Americans.” In his book, he writes,  

Colorblind theology denies Christ’s power to heal racial divisions, disparities, and injustices by 

ignoring their ongoing impact. Colorblind theology undermines unity in the church by refusing to 

acknowledge significant ethnic differences or address significant problems.

Image: Vital1na from Pexels
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Mika Edmondson addressed the Council of The Gospel Coalition in 2016 where he 
answered the question—“Is Black Lives Matter the New Civil Rights Movement?” In his 
address, he said the following, “I strongly recommend full engagement with the concept 
and critical engagement with the movement, especially since there’s no evangelical alter-
native to Black Lives Matter.” Is that true? I would argue that the Church of Jesus is the 
best place to minister and mobilize to make disciples who find their joy in Christ Jesus. 
Edmondson goes further to say:

Why am I not as torn up over this as non-Christians are? Why is Black Lives Matter more torn 

up over black people dying than [Christians] are? . . . They have more moral sense than we do! 

How can Black Lives Matter see the value of black life better than we can? 

I would argue that the Church of Jesus is torn up over the injustices of this world, but we 
grieve differently than the world and we have different goals than Black Lives Matter. 
The reason the Church looks different than Black Lives Matter is based on a fundamental 
goal of the movement itself. Black Lives Matter is about disrupting and changing power 
structures and the Church is about changing hearts with the good news of Jesus.

We can see the goal of disruption and political goals during a press conference in Atlan-
ta for Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms to speak as the riots broke out in the city following 
George Floyd’s death. After she spoke, she turned over the microphone to a hip-hop 
artist named “Killer Mike” who approached the microphone with a shirt that read, “Kill 
Your Masters.” This is what he communicated to the citizens of Atlanta while rioters 
were busting windows of businesses, looting property, and burning police cars in the 
streets:  

It is your duty not to burn your own house down for anger with an enemy. It is your duty to 

fortify your own house so that you may be a house of refuge in times of organization, and now is 

the time to plot, plan, strategize, organize, and mobilize. It is time to beat up prosecutors you don’t 

like at the voting booth. It is time to hold mayoral offices accountable…I’m mad as hell. I woke up 

wanting to see the world burn down yesterday because I’m tired of seeing black men die…we want 

to see the system that sets up for systemic racism burnt to the ground.  

He then finished his speech by encouraging people to register to vote and go to the polls 
in November and vote by exercising “bully power” to beat up politicians that “you don’t 
like.” He encouraged people to vote for progressive politicians who would legalize mar-
ijuana and topped it off by calling the President of the United States a “Dumbass Presi-
dent.” This is social justice 101, and it capitalizes on tragedy and emotions as a campaign 
to further their own agenda.  

This is not the way of Jesus. Our God is the God of justice—he created justice—and our 
justice system is designed in such a way as to reflect the justice of God. Although our jus-
tice system is imperfect and upheld by imperfect people, we are called to be people of

of peace, law, and order. Christians are commanded to love God supremely and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. Anyone who diminishes the value of human life and engages 
in ethnic prejudice is denying the way of Jesus. The Statement on Social Justice and the 
Gospel describes the Imago Dei in the following way in Article II:

WE AFFIRM that God created every person equally in his own image. As divine im-
age-bearers, all people have inestimable value and dignity before God and deserve honor, 
respect and protection. Everyone has been created by God and for God.
    ——
WE DENY that God-given roles, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, religion, sex or phys-
ical condition or any other property of a person either negates or contributes to that 
individual’s worth as an image-bearer of God.  

The modern social justice agenda is not about equality and civil rights—it’s about disrupt-
ing systems of power and gaining power in order to accomplish their progressive politi-
cal agendas.

The Lawlessness and Injustice of #BlackLivesMatter

As I write this article, the rage continues in the streets of America under the banner 
of #BlackLivesMatter. Lawlessness and anarchy abounds. Major cities are at a boiling 
point with businesses being burned and looted, police cars burned and damaged, graffiti 
messages of “BLM” are being painted on monuments and government buildings, police 
stations burned, and police officers attacked. Black Lives Matter is built on a postmodern 
foundation that has a goal of deconstruction.  

Notice the language of “disruption” as one of their functional goals:

We disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each other 

as extended families and “villages” that collectively care for one another, especially our children, to 

the degree that mothers, parents, and children are comfortable.

This methodology of disruption and deconstruction finds its source in Jacques Derrida, 
a postmodern philosopher. The goal is to dismantle and deconstruct power structures, 
organizations, entities, Christian denominations, athletics, universities, and especially 
political structures. This agenda is clearly visible as Black Lives Matter promotes the 
hashtag #DefundThePolice.  

During these riots, police officers have been verbally abused and viciously attacked. The 
very men and women who put their lives on the line to serve and protect the citizens of 
our communities every single day are now the daily recipients of the rage of unjust mobs 
who are looking to take out their frustration in an unjust manner on innocent officers. 
During these attacks, not one message has been issued on social media by Black Lives
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Matter to denounce such rage and violence.  Graffiti in Oakland, California was captured 
on the wall that reads, “Kill one back…”

This is not the teaching of Jesus. The Church of Jesus Christ should reject any movement 
that applauds and supports this type of lawless and reckless behavior. Jesus said:

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do 

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (Romans 12:19–21).

In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said the following:

You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’  But I say to you, Do 

not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 

also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if 

anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and 

do not refuse the one who would borrow from you (Matthew 5:38–42).

The lawless behavior of the protests under the banner of Black Lives Matter is simply not 
the teaching of Jesus nor should it be supported by Christians.  

The Religion of #BlackLivesMatter

From the very beginning, Christians have written out creeds and statements of belief that 
articulate key positions and doctrines. Such statements of belief provide clarity on key 
positions and doctrines that govern how we live, worship, and serve God.

If you visit the “What We Believe” page on the Black Lives Matter website, you will see 
that their stated beliefs and key positions do not align with a Christian worldview and 
outright deny key Christian doctrines. In fact, they stand opposed to Christian doctrine 
on several essential issues:

1. Human Sexuality
2. Ethnic Prejudice
3. Marriage
4. Family
5. Social Engagement

Black Lives Matter is more than a movement, it’s a religion. A black man approached a 
white woman in the name of Black Lives Matter in New York and asked her to get onto 
her knees and apologize for her white privilege. At one public rally in Maryland (*I do 
not endorse the full video, but you can at least see the video footage), white people by the

 hundreds are being asked to publicly repent of racism before black people and recite a 
confessional creed as an open apology for their sins.  

Black Lives Matter serves as a corrupt denomination within the social justice religion. It’s 
gospel is a social gospel rather than the true gospel of Jesus. It has more in common with 
common criminals than it does the Church of Jesus Christ. The key doctrines, principles, 
and practices of the organization do not align with Jesus Christ. The social justice move-
ment is morphing into a confused modifier for gospel. In other words, if you are un-
willing to accept social justice—or in this case, Black Lives Matter, many people will not 
consider you to be Christian.

There is a better way to grieve and a better way to stand against injustice than locking 
arms with Black Lives Matter. Remember, God’s plan for his people was not a social 
justice organization—it’s the local church. The message we have is far superior than 
the message of Black Lives Matter. We must remember the strong words of Paul to the 
Church at Galatia as he grieved that the people had opened the church to a false gospel. 
Paul said the following:  

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 
we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If 
anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed 
(Galatians 1:8–9).

Do not be fooled or shamed into embracing a godless anti-gospel message. Don’t trade 
your gospel for a false gospel. Remember the message that Paul goes on to preach to the 
church in Galatia as he points to the cross of Jesus as our ultimate hope and means of 
unity with God and our fellow man. He writes:

Image: parameciorecords--173285 from pixabay
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But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all 

sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 

according to promise (Galatians 3:25–29).  

Paul is not arguing against the reality of gender distinction or ethnic distinction—but 
what he does in this text is demonstrate the beauty and power of the gospel. The very 
people who are the most different, distinct, and in many ways—opposites on a social lev-
el—are brought into a familial bond where they are literally brothers and sisters through 
the blood of Jesus. Black Lives Matter can never achieve such goals.  

Black Lives Matter is an anti-gospel movement fueled by postmodern social justice.  The 
Black Lives Matter organization will never lead communities to peace, harmony, and 
unity. 

Do Black lives matter? Yes, in fact, all lives matter and we see this clearly articulated in 
the pages of Scripture. All people are created in the image of God (imago dei) and all hu-
man life should matter to the Church of Jesus.

Dear Christian—follow Jesus, do justice, and walk humbly with our God.

From: https://www.deliveredbygrace.com/three- 
reasons-why-christians-should-reject-blacklivesmatter/

Also read: 
 
America, We Are Leaving 
https://www.lawofficer.com/america-we-are-leaving/

LUCKNOW, India (Reuters) - A troop of monkeys in India attacked a medical of-
ficial and snatched away blood samples of patients who had tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, authorities said on Friday.

The attack occurred this week when a laboratory technician was walking in the 
campus of a state-run medical college in Meerut, 460 km (285 miles) north of Luc-
know, capital of Uttar Pradesh state.

“Monkeys grabbed and fled with the blood samples of four COVID-19 patients 
who are undergoing treatment ... we had to take their blood samples again,” said 
Dr S. K. Garg, a top official at the college.

Authorities said they were not clear if the monkeys had spilled the blood samples, 
but people living near the leafy campus feared further spread of the virus if the 
monkeys carried the samples into residential areas.

Garg said it was not clear if the monkeys could contract the coronavirus if they 
came into contact with infected blood.

“No evidence has been found that monkeys can contract the infection,” Garg told

Monkeys steal coronavirus blood samples in India
—Reporting: Saurabh Sharma in Lucknow, Writing: Rupam Jain; Editing: 

Robert Birsel

Image: Rajesh Balouria from Pexels
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 Reuters. 

The virus is believed to have jumped from animals into people in a wildlife market 
in the Chinese city of Wuhan late last year.

India has had 165,799 cases of the coronavirus and 4,706 deaths.

Monkeys have been increasingly straying into human settlements in India and 
causing disturbances, even attacking people. Environmentalists say the destruction 
of natural habitat is the main reason the animals move into urban areas in search 
of food. 

From: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-corona-
virus-india-monkey-idUSKBN2351KV

Image: Screenshot

HeartCry Films
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaAduRlnHccltfHqICZGL-Q
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Costi Hinn names new wave of prosperity preachers, says they are not like 

his uncle, are businessmen— https://www.christianpost.com/news/costi-hinn-names-

new-wave-of-prosperity-preachers-says-they-are-not-like-his-uncle-are-businessmen.html

Pastor dies from coronavirus after laying hands on infected followers, de-

claring them healed— https://www.christianpost.com/news/pastor-dies-from-corona-

virus-after-laying-hands-on-infected-followers-declaring-them-healed.html 

NYC Council speaker demands Samaritan’s Purse to leave over homosexu-

ality views - The Christian Post— https://www.christianpost.com/news/nyc-coun-

cil-speaker-demands-samaritans-purse-to-leave-over-homosexuality-views.html

  

County supervisor says San Diego has only had 6 “pure, solely coronavirus 

deaths” out of 194 listed as such— https://disrn.com//news/county-supervisor-says-

san-diego-has-only-had-6-pure-solely-coronavirus-deaths-out-of-194-listed-as-such

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

The Pursuit of Peace—by Sam Stephens  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/the-pursuit-of-peace/

Defeating Despair—by Tim Pasma  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/defeating-despair/ 

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to 

livestream the class.  Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click 

the livestream button on  home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblical Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on hold 
while teacher recovers from 
surgery. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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