
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

March 29th, 2020

https://covenantbaptistsc.org



Bible Education Hour (Puritans) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M. 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 7:00 P.M.

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(March 29th, 2020)

Service cancelled; live-stream at 9:30 am  
(Alton Crapps:  “The Knowledge of God in Modern 

Day Society”) and 7:00 pm  
(Pastor Swann:  “The Forgotten Fear” —Luke 12:1-20) 

 
https://covenantbaptistsc.org/live-stream/
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Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship



We are aware of the situation with the coronavirus and are asking that everyone take the necessary precautions (i.e. 
wash hands, use hand sanitizer, etc.) and monitor the church website and the texting service for announcements 
regarding our services. Things can change overnight as we have seen, so there may be a time when we cancel all ser-
vices. If you have any questions, you can ask any of the elders or deacons. If anyone needs help knowing how to lives-
tream the service, please see one of the elders or deacons. Also, if you need to stay home for health reasons and need 
anything brought to you, please let us know. We would be glad to serve you in this way.
—
A special time of prayer in the overflow room/fellowship area will begin soon, taking place on Wednesdays at 6:15 
PM. In an effort to have more prayer and to improve our Wednesday evening service, we are adding a time and place 
for men and women to pray for general needs. This is modeled after the men and women gathered together for prayer 
in the upper room in Acts 1. During the Wednesday evening service at 7 PM, we will have 2 or 3 men lead in a more 
directed prayer for specific topics or needs. Start date to be announced soon.
—
The Mission Team for India has postponed their trip to June due to the spread and uncertainty of the coronavirus. 
Meanwhile, they are still preparing for the upcoming trip. The team will consist of Alton Crapps, Pastor Swann, Luke 
Swann, Spencer Allen, Andy Shumpert, and Andrew Shumpert. Each individual is responsible to raise their own 
funds for air tickets, hotel room, and meals. If you would like to help in this ministry please earmark checks or label 
the missions envelope either for the individual you wish to help or
if you wish to help with the ministry cost, label checks or envelope India Ministry. Funds are also needed to provide 
Telegu bibles. Your prayers and your support are much appreciated.

Announcements
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Book of the Week: The Jesus You Can’t Ignore, by John MacArthur
If you’ve ever wondered how to deal with false teachers and their bad theology, where better to look 
than Jesus and His example...So how did Jesus deal with religious leaders who taught error and rejected 
the gospel?  Did He seek common doctrinal ground and engage in dialogue?  Did He soften and adapt 
the gospel so it wouldn’t confront or make them uncomfortable?...John MacArthur’s new book, The 
Jesus You Can’t Ignore, explores the Lord’s many personal, often explosive encounters with the influen-
tial teachers of His day.  You’ll see how both Jesus’ message and His manner have direct application for 
believers who love truth in this age of accommodation and compromise.

https://www.gty.org/store/books/451166S/the-jesus-you-cant-ignore 

Also available in the church bookstore.

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class, March 29—No Greek class tonight. 

Evangelism Conference, April 5-8:— 
CANCELED

Fellowship Meal, April 12—April 12 is our 

next second Sunday fellowship meal. Please plan 

to bring a dish and join us after the service! Also 

remember that we usually have visitors who stay 

for the meal, and you are encouraged to bring more 

than a small side dish so that there is plenty to go 

around.  (MAY BE CANCELED.)

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

NCFIC Singles Conference—NCFIC is offering 

a Singles Conference: Holiness to the Lord October 

28-29. More details can be found at: https://ncfic.

org/events/216400/overview

From: https://www.gty.org/store/books/451166S/the-jesus-you-cant-ignore 
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Tell me if this situation sounds familiar: You’re going through a difficult time, so 
you seek advice and comfort from a Christian friend. But instead of comfort, you 
are met with a discouraging downplay of your circumstances. They tell you, “Well, 
cheer up. Things could be worse!” Not the most helpful advice to a suffering per-
son, is it? Sometimes it makes you wish you hadn’t told anyone at all.

This kind of pat-on-the-back approach to counsel is often given by believers who 
simply do not know how to deal with the truly tragic. They think that by not iden-
tifying the truly terrible as truly terrible, they are somehow protecting God from 
accusation. It’s as if they are afraid that if we really faced calamity as it is, our con-
ception of a loving and sovereign God would by necessity come crumbling down. 
But as we will see, minimizing suffering is more than just unhelpful to the pained, 
it’s also unappreciative of God’s plan. And by staying in a state of denial, we deny 
ourselves and others true comfort and a unique opportunity to glorify God.  

Why We Downplay Disasters

One of the biggest mistakes believers can make when facing a tragedy is to mini-
mize it. I think so many of us do it because we lack a robust theology of suffering. 
So, our first reaction to a tragedy is to try and explain it away. “Hey, it could be 
worse!” “Everything will be okay.” “This is just a season.” Like a doctor slapping a 
smiley face sticker over a cancerous tumor, all some Christians know to do in the

When Everything Falls Apart
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—by Reagan Rose

 face of true calamity is to pave it over with platitudes.  

Clichés like these persist in Christian circles because niceties are usually sufficient 
for life’s smaller sufferings. We use them because they do offer a modicum of re-
assurance when we are feeling down. A lost job, a temporary illness, or a financial 
crisis can be softened by a kind reminder that it truly could be much worse. But 
such brotherly bromides are wholly insufficient comfort for the truly tragic events 
of life. And their impotence to soothe is exposed when you try to apply them to 
the victim of sexual assault, the young mother who has just been blindsided by the 
suicide of her husband, or the man who has recently been rendered a quadriplegic 
in a horrible motorcycle accident. How out of place would a “Things will look up 
again soon!” be in situations like these?

In these situations, people are asking much bigger questions. And minimizing 
those grievous circumstances is simply not a sufficient balm. They can’t pretend it 
is not as bad as it looks, and neither should we.

When We Question God

So, what should we do when we are suffering? Even if we find ourselves with 
comforters worse than Job’s friends, where can we look when everything has fallen 
apart? How can we face tragedy honestly and in a way that honors God—especially 
when things are so bad that we are beginning to question God Himself?  

The book of Lamentations could never be accused of minimizing suffering. Lam-
entations is a series of five funeral dirges for the fallen city of Jerusalem when they 
were taken into captivity by Babylon in 587 BC. In it, the prophet Jeremiah lets 
fly the most honest look at suffering in all the Scriptures. And though the circum-
stances of the Babylonian captivity differ from the specifics of the trials we face, 
Lamentations still carries some very valuable lessons for the suffering Christian.  

Reflect on the Grievous Circumstances

If we would have any hope of wrapping our minds around God’s character when 
disastrous circumstances cause us to question Him, we need to first stop lying to 
ourselves about how bad things are. The first thing we must do is honestly reflect 
on the grievous circumstances.
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In the third chapter of Lamentations, things get personal. Throughout most of the 
book, the prophet is speaking on behalf of the people of Jerusalem, and at times on 
behalf of the city itself. But in chapter three he begins to lament his own suffering. 
In just the first 18 verses Jeremiah accuses God of making his flesh and skin waste 
away and breaking his bones (Lam 3:4), trapping him in heavy chains (Lam 3:7), 
and refusing to listen to his prayers even when he is crying for help (Lam 3:8). He 
compares God to a bear or a lion who laid in wait, then attacked and tore Jeremiah 
to pieces (Lam 3:10–11). He compares Him to a hunter who has shot the prophet 
full of arrows (Lam 3:12–13).

All of this leaves Jeremiah “bereft of peace.” He has “forgotten what happiness is” 
(Lam 3:17). It is so bad that he says that his hope in Yahweh is dead (Lam 3:18)!

The first thing you notice when reading these verses is that Jeremiah pictures all of 
his suffering as acts of God against him personally. There is a difference between 
honest questioning and blasphemous accusations, however, and we are given no 
reason, despite the biting honesty, to think that Jeremiah has sinned in anything 
we read in Lamentations chapter 3.

If we are going to honestly face up to our suffering, we need to take care not to 
minimize it.  

It does no special honor to God to play make-believe. He knows how bad your suf-
fering is. In His sovereignty, He’s the one who has ordained it (Lam 3:37–38)! He 
who bridles the universe has not slackened His grip on the reins of your present 
circumstances. But we mustn’t stop there.

We need to be completely honest about the severity of our situation, but we also 
need to be completely honest about God’s character as well. If we linger too long 
on lamenting our circumstances, our reflecting may ferment into grumbling and 
complaining. After honestly reflecting on the grievous circumstances, we need to 
lift our eyes back up to God.  

Remember the Great Promises

When there is nothing left and we are at the brittle and fraying end of our rope, 
when it seems things couldn’t possibly get worse, and joy lies murdered in the 
streets, where could we possibly look for hope?

Standing in the rubble of the ruined city and in this midst of his personal afflictions 
and suffering, Jeremiah remembers something that changes his tune. There have 
been 64 verses of tearful, heart-rending complaint from Jeremiah, and suddenly in 
chapter 3, verse 21 he says, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope.”

He’s just said that his hope is dead (3:18)! What changed? When the poet feels the 
night is the darkest it could possibly be, what on earth could he remember that 
would give him hope?

He remembers who God is.

    The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;

    his mercies never come to an end;

    they are new every morning;

    great is your faithfulness.

    “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,

    “therefore I will hope in him.”

    -Lamentations 3:22–24

Time and again throughout Israel’s history God had proven Himself loving, com-
passionate, and faithful. What Jeremiah remembered was just because his circum-
stances had changed, that didn’t mean God had.

The same God who called Abraham from Ur, and made those great promises 
to him, the same God who raised up Moses to deliver the Israelites from Egypt 
through many mighty wonders, the same God who had disciplined them in the 
past in the 40 years of wilderness wandering, but had nevertheless restored them 
in the end, that same God was Lord even in Jeremiah’s present trial.

God’s steadfast love is unstoppable, His mercies are interminable, His faithfulness 
is great. That is why Jeremiah could find His satisfaction in God alone and say 
“therefore I will hope in him.” Confident hope is predicated not on present cir-
cumstances, no matter how horrible, but on an unchanging God.

Likewise, we too, when faced with circumstances of the worst horror, must re-
member the great promises of God; we need to remember who He is. If you are in 
the midst of a great calamity, read Exodus 34:6–8 and recall to mind who God said 
He was. Because it is only when our eyes are fixed squarely on Him that we can 
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truly have hope, even in the darkest of trials. 

Recall the Good Purpose

After facing the true terror of his trial and turning to have his faith refreshed by 
remembering the great promises and character of God, Jeremiah takes further en-
couragement by recalling the good purpose of God in trials.

    The LORD is good to those who wait for him,

    to the soul who seeks him.

    It is good that one should wait quietly

    for the salvation of the LORD.

    It is good for a man that he bear

    the yoke in his youth.

    -Lamentations 3:25–27

He says that the Lord is good to those who wait, but this is not a passive waiting. 
He completes the thought, “to those who seek Him.” What are we waiting for? We 

But God always brings trials for a purpose. 

Jeremiah essentially says it is good for us to suffer. To be quiet, to bear the yoke in 
our youth. Suffering has a way of driving us back to God. It beats the grumbling 
and idolatry of comfort out of us. It teaches us to trust and be satisfied in God 
alone, so we might say with Jeremiah, “The LORD is my portion.”

James 1:2–4 tells us we should be happy when trials come because of what they 
produce. “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for 
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfast-
ness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

Because of God’s perfect plan, for the Christian suffering is not an excuse to com-
plain, it’s a cause to rejoice.

Conclusion

So, when you face trials and suffering—and you will—you can face the severity of 
the suffering without dishonoring the Lord and seek hope and comfort in the only 
place it can really be found. You must reflect honestly on the grievous circum-
stances, remember the great promises, and recall the good purpose.

God is not out to get us, nor is His universe out of control. He bends even the 
worst of circumstances to the good of those who love Him (Rom 8:28). And that is 
why we can hope even when all hope seems lost.

[Editor’s Note: This post was originally published in December 2018 and has been updated.]

 wait quietly for salvation 
from the Lord. When be-
lievers come to a place where 
they trust God in the midst of 
their tragedy, there is im-
mense peace. It is still painful, 
but we stop kicking against 
it and accept our situation. 
Not as in resigned defeat, but 
in faith-filled trust. It is as 
though we say, “the Lord will 
deliver me from this when He 
sees fit and no sooner. And 

I trust that He has a reason to keep me in this trial until then.”  

What is that reason? Why does the Lord leave us in periods of suffering? For the 
Christian, we know it is not punitive, for our sins are paid for in Christ. Sometimes 
trials do come to chasten us from sin and drive us to repentance (Hebrews 12:6). 
But even if the trial was to chasten us for sin, why do trials often continue even after 
we’ve repented? And sometimes trials just seem to come entirely out of nowhere. 

From: https://blog.tms.edu/when-everything-falls-apart
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6 From: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3-cAwIDDOY

Paul Washer details HeartCry’s new YouTube channel and the first series of videos 
to be released: missionary documentaries.

DOCUMENTARY SCHEDULE

Peru | February 24
Nepal | March 17
Finland | May 14
Zambia | June 19
Italy | August 26
Germany (Part 1) | October 31
Germany (Part 2) | November 9
Germany (Part 3) | November 13

HeartCry is a missionary society with one great and overriding passion: that God’s 
Name be great among the nations (Malachi 1:11) and that the Lamb receive the full 
reward for His suffering (Revelation 7:9-10).

© Copyright 2020 HeartCry Missionary Society

Paul Washer:  
 HeartCry’s New Missionary Documentaries

Extra!

Image: Screenshot

Helpful Coronavirus Articles:
The pastor has requested that these free National Geographic articles be put in 

the bulletin for the use of the church. 

What scientists do and don’t know about treating coronavirus: https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/03/as-coronavirus-surges-how-hos-
pitals-are-treating-covid-disease/  

How some cities ‘flattened the curve’ during the 1918 flu pandem-
ic: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/03/how-cities-flat-
tened-curve-1918-spanish-flu-pandemic-coronavirus  

How coronavirus mutations can track its spread—and disprove conspir-
acies: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/03/how-coronavi-
rus-mutations-can-track-its-spread-and-disprove-conspiracies  

The coronavirus spares most kids. These theories may help explain why: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/03/coronavirus-spares-most-
kids-these-theories-may-help-explain-why  

Coronavirus 101: What you need to know: https://www.nationalgeographic.
com/science/2020/03/covid-overview-coronavirus
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PBS Kids’ Clifford the Big Red Dog Introduces LGBT Characters— 

https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/michael-foust/pbs-kids-clifford-

the-big-red-dog-introduces-lgbt-characters.html

Court to hear case of 6-year-old traumatized by teacher insisting 

‘girls aren’t real’ — https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/court-to-hear-case-of-

6-year-old-traumatized-by-teacher-insisting-girls-arent-real 

Egypt 2020 Conference— https://heartcrymissionary.com/mission-updates/

egypt-2020-conference/

Speaker Nancy Pelosi Caught Trying to Include Abortion Funding 

in Bill to Combat Coronavirus— https://www.lifenews.com/2020/03/12/

speaker-nancy-pelosi-caught-trying-to-include-abortion-funding-in-bill-to-com-

bat-coronavirus 

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to 

livestream the class.  Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click 

the livestream button on  home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblial Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on hold 
while teacher recovers from sur-
gery. See page 2 for more info. 



7

If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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