
Welcome to Covenant Baptist Church. We are a Reformed church committed to three 
things: 

• The Exaltation of God 

 We desire that the people at Covenant truly understand who God is and His rightful 
place in their lives as their Lord and sovereign Savior. 

• The Edification of the Saints 

 We consider it extremely important to correctly teach the Bible, verse by verse, so we 
can properly have the Holy Spirit apply it to our lives. 

• The Evangelization of the Sinner 

 We understand that God has given us the responsibility to be stewards of the Gospel 
and that means sharing it exactly like God gave it to us with those who need Jesus.

March 15th, 2020

https://covenantbaptistsc.org



Bible Education Hour (Puritans) 
 ~ 9:30 A.M. 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:30 A.M.

Wednesday Prayer Service ~ 7:00 P.M.

(We are not interested in traditional worship  

or contemporary worship. We are only  

interested in true worship.)

 
(March 22nd, 2020)

Service cancelled; live-stream at 9:30 am: 
https://covenantbaptistsc.org/live-stream/
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Upcoming cleaning volunteers:

March 28: Wheat
April 4: Kyzer (K&R)/Bean

Deacon on-call list:
 
March 29: Daryl Kyzer
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Church Bookstore:
Purchases (cash only) can be made by seeing Annsley or Cristan Smoak,  

or following the instructions left near the bookstore entrance.

Service Times:

Order of Worship



We are aware of the situation with the coronavirus and are asking that everyone take the necessary precautions (i.e. 
wash hands, use hand sanitizer, etc.) and monitor the church website and the texting service for announcements 
regarding our services. Things can change overnight as we have seen, so there may be a time when we cancel all ser-
vices. If you have any questions, you can ask any of the elders or deacons. If anyone needs help knowing how to lives-
tream the service, please see one of the elders or deacons. Also, if you need to stay home for health reasons and need 
anything brought to you, please let us know. We would be glad to serve you in this way.
—
A special time of prayer in the overflow room/fellowship area will begin soon, taking place on Wednesdays at 6:15 
PM. In an effort to have more prayer and to improve our Wednesday evening service, we are adding a time and place 
for men and women to pray for general needs. This is modeled after the men and women gathered together for prayer 
in the upper room in Acts 1. During the Wednesday evening service at 7 PM, we will have 2 or 3 men lead in a more 
directed prayer for specific topics or needs. Start date to be announced soon.
—
The Mission Team for India has postponed their trip to June due to the spread and uncertainty of the coronavirus. 
Meanwhile, they are still preparing for the upcoming trip. The team will consist of Alton Crapps, Pastor Swann, Luke 
Swann, Spencer Allen, Andy
Shumpert, and Andrew Shumpert. Each individual is responsible to raise their own funds for air tickets, hotel room, 
and meals. If you would like to help in this ministry please earmark checks or label the missions envelope either for 
the individual you wish to help or
if you wish to help with the ministry cost, label checks or envelope India Ministry. Funds are also needed to provide 
Telegu bibles. Your prayers and your support are much appreciated.

Announcements
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Book of the Week: All of Grace, by Charles Spurgeon
“The Lord knows very well that you cannot change your own heart and cannot cleanse your 
own nature, but he also knows that He can do both. 

“This book does not come to make a demand upon you, but to bring you something. “ 

C. H. Spurgeon was a famed preacher and a prolific writer. No message was more central to his 
life and ministry, however, than the message contained in this series of sermons...

https://www.amazon.com/Grace-Moody-Classics-Charles-Spurgeon/dp/0802400019 

Also available in the church bookstore.

Covenant Baptist Church Events

Greek Class, March 22—No Greek class tonight. 

Evangelism Conference, April 5-8:— 
CANCELED

Fellowship Meal, April 12—April 12 is our 

next second Sunday fellowship meal. Please plan 

to bring a dish and join us after the service! Also 

remember that we usually have visitors who stay 

for the meal, and you are encouraged to bring more 

than a small side dish so that there is plenty to go 

around.  (MAY BE CANCELED.)

Other Events:

Truth: Answers for Women, March 27-28 

2020—(Williamstown, KY)  

DELAYED UNTIL 2021 

More at:  https://answersingenesis.org/outreach/

event/answers-for-women-2020/

NCFIC Singles Conference—NCFIC is offering 

a Singles Conference: Holiness to the Lord October 

28-29. More details can be found at: https://ncfic.

org/events/216400/overview

From back cover
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 There are few issues in our society that raise as many emotional and ethical con-
cerns as cloning and stem cells.

There are few issues in our society that raise as many emotional and ethical con-
cerns as cloning and stem cells. Scientists, journalists, special interest groups, and 
even patients themselves regularly bombard us with their particular views on this 
issue. How are we to know what to think regarding these issues? How do we sep-
arate fact from fiction? Since cloning and stem cells are two separate (but related) 
issues, we will deal with them individually.  
 
What Is Cloning?

Cloning is a process by which a genetically identical copy of a gene, an entire cell, 
or even an organism is produced. For this chapter, we will confine the discussion 
primarily to the cloning of an entire organism. This is a topic about which there 
is much misinformation. It is also a subject that raises some very serious ethical 
issues.

Cloning as usually understood is an artificial process, meaning it is carried out in 
a laboratory setting. It can and does, however, occur regularly in nature. There 
are organisms (e.g., bacteria, protists, and some plants) that typically reproduce by 
asexual reproduction. Here a genetically identical copy of the parent is produced

What About Cloning and Stem Cells?
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—by Dr. Georgia Purdom and Dr. Tommy Mitchell

by the splitting of a single cell (the parent cell).

Identical twins are also clones. In fact, identical twins have been called “natural 
clones” since splitting of a fertilized egg causes this, producing two copies of the 
same organism.  

It is the issue of artificial cloning that has captured the interest of so many in our 
society. This process has garnered much attention in recent years, especially with 
the birth of the famous sheep, Dolly. Actually, many different types of animals 
have been cloned including tadpoles, mice, cats, sheep, cattle, a horse, and others. 
 
How Is a Clone Made?

The simplest method for making a clone is to remove the nucleus (containing the 
organism’s DNA) from a somatic (body) cell in the animal you want to clone. You 
then take an egg cell (from the same type of animal) that has had its own nucleus 
removed, and you place the donor nucleus into the egg cell. This is called somat-
ic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT). This egg is grown briefly in a test tube and then 
implanted into the womb of an adult animal. If there are no complications, at the 
end of gestation an animal is born with an identical genetic makeup of the donor 
animal. As one might imagine, the process is technically quite difficult. Let’s use 
the aforementioned Dolly as an example. It took 277 eggs that ultimately produced 
29 embryos and only one living sheep to create Dolly.1 This is consistent with the 
failure rate for other animals. As can be seen, many embryos are wasted in these 
attempts.  

It should also be noted that Dolly died at age six. She apparently died of a respira-
tory infection. Some have suggested that she exhibited signs of premature aging, 
but others have disputed these reports. The strongest speculation is that her early 
death was due to shortening of telomeres. Telomeres are segments of DNA that 
exist on the ends of chromosomes. They progressively shorten with age due to re-
peated cell division until they reach a point that no further replication of the chro-
mosome can occur. Since Dolly was cloned from a 6-year-old sheep, it could be 
said that Dolly’s DNA when she died was actually 12 years old. The telomere issue 
remains a significant problem for those involved in cloning research. 

Image: Lucas Vasquez on Unsplash



7

4

How Can Cloning Be Used?

There are two main purposes for cloning: to produce an identical organism (re-
productive cloning) or to produce a cloned embryo for the purpose of obtaining 
embryonic stem cells (therapeutic cloning). There are those who promote repro-
ductive cloning in many different areas. For example, cloning of certain animals 
used for food or for animals used in specific work environments has been sug-
gested. This has also been proposed as a possible solution for the rescue of many 
endangered species. Although it is far beyond our present technology, some have 
theorized that the extinct woolly mammoth or even dinosaurs might in the future 
be produced through reproductive cloning!

Therapeutic cloning is aimed at producing cloned embryos from which embry-
onic stem cells may be obtained. This is done ostensibly to use the stem cells to 
treat disease or illness. While this is laudable in one sense, there are serious ethical 
issues that arise (see the following stem cell section).

The obvious next step would be to consider cloning a human being. There are 
those who advocate therapeutic cloning of humans to provide an adequate supply 
of embryonic stem cells. It has even been suggested by some that humans should 
be reproductively cloned in order to provide a ready reserve of tissues and organs 
should they ever be needed. The clone would simply be “spare parts,” to be used at 
the discretion of the “parent” human.  

So What’s the Problem?

If man is just another animal, just a higher form of pond scum, there really is no 
problem. Cloning a person is totally justifiable. Just make copies of ourselves and 
chop them up as we please. People are nothing special.

But those of us who trust in God’s Word know there is a problem here. We are 
not just a higher form of pond scum. We are not just animals. We are made in the 
image of the Creator.

    And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness . . .” (Genesis 1:26, 

ASV).

Therefore, humans are not to be created at man’s whim. Rather, we are a special

creation of our Father in heaven. 

What Is a Stem Cell?

Simply put, a stem cell is a cell in the body (or in an embryo) that has the capability 
of turning into many specialized cell types. At the time of conception, when the 
sperm and egg unite, we consist of only one cell. Ultimately, as this cell divides 
into two cells, then four, then eight, and so on, the roughly 200 different cell types 
in the body must be produced. This process can occur because of stem cells.  

The very earliest cells produced after fertilization are called totipotent because 
they have the capability of turning into any other cell type in the body as well as 
extra-embryonic cell types such as those which form the placenta. As cells divide 
and begin to specialize (a process called differentiation), the stem cells along these 
pathways lose the ability to produce certain types of cells. At this point they are 
called pluripotent in that they can still develop into all the tissue types of the body 
but not the extra-embryonic tissue types. After further differentiation, the cells 
become multipotent, meaning the number of potential cell types that can be de-
rived from them has been reduced. This process continues until cells are only able 
to produce cells of one type.

Along the way, some stem cells stop differentiating and merely reproduce them-
selves, thereby giving the body a reservoir of stem cells. These cells then provide a 
source of new cells for tissue replacement and repair.  

Why Are Stem Cells Important?

Medical researchers are interested in stem cells for their potential to treat various 
diseases. For example, stem cells that could be induced to change into insulin-se-
creting cells could help cure those with diabetes. Patients with damage to the 
spinal cord could benefit from new nerve tissue generated from stem cells. Those 
suffering from heart muscle damage after a heart attack might be able to have new 
heart muscle derived from stem cells. Think about Parkinson’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis, Alzheimer’s disease . . . the list of potential interventions based on stem 
cell therapy seems almost endless.

This research is very important. It is certainly one of the most exciting medical 
advances in our lifetime. Physicians strive to relieve the suffering of their patients.
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Who among them would not want to have available a means to cure many horri-
ble diseases? This research has so much potential. However, that potential comes 
with a grave concern. That concern revolves around how we obtain these stem 
cells. 

How Are Stem Cells Obtained?

In order to understand the basis of the debate over stem cell research, one must 
understand that there are two basic types of stem cells: embryonic stem cells (ESC) 
and adult stem cells (ASC).

Embryonic stem cells are, as you would expect from their name, derived from em-
bryos. Four to five days after fertilization, the embryo consists of a hollow ball of 
cells called a blastocyst. It is from this ball of cells that all the body’s tissues are ul-
timately derived. To harvest embryonic stem cells, the embryo is disrupted (killed) 
and the cells collected. As this cell harvest occurs very early in development, very 
little differentiation of the stem cells would have taken place. These cells would be 
considered pluripotent. 

How Are Stem Cells Used?

After being isolated, stem cells are then grown in laboratory culture. They are 
placed in dishes containing a special culture medium. The cells divide and multiply. 
The initial phase of the process would be designed to grow an adequate supply of 
the stem cells themselves.

So how are different tissue types generated from stem cells? There are many differ-
ent methods used to cause a stem cell to differentiate into a specific cell type. Ma-
nipulation of the culture medium can guide this process. Other research techniques 
include hormonal stimulation or genetic modification of the stem cells. This is still 
an area of intensive investigation, with new techniques becoming available seem-
ingly every few months.

As an example, let’s select a patient who has suffered a heart attack. A portion 
of the heart muscle has been damaged or killed as a result of this event. It would 
certainly be to the patient’s benefit to be able to repair the heart muscle. In this 
situation, the patient’s medical team might choose to intervene with stem cell 
therapy. Stem cells could be induced to differentiate into heart muscle cells. These 
cells could then be administered to the patient in hopes of improving the function 
of the damaged heart. This type of intervention is, in fact, taking place at this time. 
The results have been very promising thus far.  

Depending on the particular situation, the stem cells might be given intravenously, 
by injection or direct deposit of the cells into the target site, given by intracoronary 
injection (for cardiac intervention), or injection into the spinal fluid (for neuro-
logic problems). The hope for the future is that by using stem cells, entire organs 
might be grown for transplant. Again, research in this area is promising.  

Are There Problems with Stem Cell Treatments?

As with any new research endeavor, there are pitfalls associated with stem cell re-
search. While we tout the successes, we should also be aware of the problems and 
limitations.  

Several major issues have limited embryonic stem cell therapy. First of all, in labo-
ratory animals, embryonic stems cell have shown a tendency to form tumors. The 
reasons for this are unclear, although some have speculated that ESC can form

Image: National Cancer Institute on Unsplash

Adult stem cells, on the oth-
er hand, are not necessarily 
derived from “adults.” This is 
somewhat confusing to many 
as adult stem cells can be ob-
tained from any fully formed 
person, whether newborn, 
infant, child, or adult. These 
cells can be found in many 
tissues in the body: bone mar-
row, skin, teeth, liver, brain, 
intestines, blood vessels, skel-
etal muscle, among others.  

The concern regarding adult stem cells is that these cells could have limitations on 
the types of tissues that could be obtained from them. In theory, these stem cells are 
further down the path of differentiation (they would be multipotent rather than 
pluripotent), thus limiting their potential usefulness in medical research and inter-
vention. 
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tumors due to their tendency to associate with each other rather than with the 
target tissue. Obviously, this is an area of intense investigation at present.  

The other major issue is that of tissue rejection. As with any transplant, foreign 
tissue is recognized by the body as “non self.” So an embryonic stem cell transplant 
from a random donor would be no different than a heart or a kidney transplant. 
After all, these embryonic stem cells would come from another person. These cells 
would be seen as foreign tissue by the body. Thus, anti-rejection drugs would be 
needed to prevent rejection of the new tissue. However, it should be noted that 
therapeutic cloning using a person’s own cells would avoid this problem.  

Adult stem cells apparently do not have the problem of tumor formation. Therapy 
with ASC would also not have the problem of tissue rejection as long as the stem 
cells are harvested from the patients themselves.  

That is not to say that intervention with adult stem cells is without problems. The 
main problem is that even though ASC can be found in many body tissues, they 
occur in very small numbers and can be quite difficult to isolate. Thus, obtaining 
an adequate supply of ASC for a given therapeutic intervention can be difficult. 
The most often claimed problem with adult stem cells is the supposed limitation 
on the number of tissue types that can be derived from them. Since embryonic 
stem cells have undergone less initial differentiation, there is the potential to de-
rive all needed cell types from ESC. Thus, it would stand to reason that ASC are 
more limited.  

However, actual research does not bear out these claims. Adult stem cells have, to 
date, been used to generate almost every different cell type in the body. It has been 
shown that adult stem cells of one cell lineage can be induced to produce cells in 
another. For example, blood-forming stem cells in bone marrow can differentiate 
into cardiac muscle cells, etc. Some multipotent adult stem cells have been induced 
to revert to an apparent pluripotent state, and have subsequently produced many 
more cell types than would have been predicted. So while this may have seemed a 
problem in theory, it has not been a problem in practice.  

Should Both ESC and ASC Research and Treatments Be Pursued?

So should we not pursue any avenue we can to help the sick and the dying? Do we 
not want stem cell therapy to succeed? Certainly we want to help the sick. We 

want medical science to progress. But we must also examine the facts and ask the 
question, “At what cost?”

First of all, what can be said for adult stem cell research? Simply this: adult stem 
cell therapy has been used to treat over 70 diseases to date. Some stem cell ther-
apies have been used for over 40 years. ASC have a proven track record with the 
hope of greater successes to come. Thus far the only significant clinical interven-
tions available are from using adult stem cells. For some reason the media, when 
reporting on these issues, has consistently downplayed these successes and even 
implied that these successes are the result of embryonic stem cell research rather 
than adult stem cell research.  

Embryonic stem cells, on the other hand, despite the regularly reported theoretical 
benefits, have yet to achieve any significant clinical success. Those in favor of ESC 
argue that given time these advances will come. Perhaps this is so, but again we 
need to ask, “At what cost?”

What Is the Cost of Embryonic Stem Cell Research?

Although one could point to the lack of success of embryonic stem cell research, in 
spite of the years and countless dollars invested in it, and say, “It hasn’t been worth 
the cost,” the biggest cost is yet to be counted. The cost is that of human life.

As has been noted, embryonic stem cells are obtained by the destruction of an 
embryo. An embryo is fully human. So in order to get these stem cells to help one 
person, another person must be killed. This is simply morally unacceptable.

Scripture tells us that life begins at conception (here defined as the moment of fer-
tilization). In His Word, God tells us:

    Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “ Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations” 

(Jeremiah 1:4–5).

    Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me (Psalm 

51:5).

    For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise
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From:https://answersingenesis.org/sanctity-of-life/cloning/what-about-cloning-and-stem-cells/

You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my 

soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (Psalm 139:13–15).  

We are told that the Lord knew us before we were conceived. We have a sin na-
ture in the womb. How could this be if we are not fully human at the time of fertil-
ization?

What’s the Ethical Solution?

As has been shown, stem cell therapy has the potential to alleviate much suffering. 
It is an avenue of medical research that should be pursued in hopes of building on 
the successes already achieved. However, in our haste to help the sick, we must not 
neglect those who cannot speak for themselves. Adult stem cell therapy can allow 
us to fight disease without the destruction of human life.

Although everyone wants to see such devastating diseases come to an end, we all 
must realize our work will only lead to a temporary alleviation. Jesus Christ, the 
true conqueror of disease and death, will create a new heaven and a new earth 
where the effects of sin have been removed. That is the cure we eagerly await. Speaker Nancy Pelosi is so dedicated to promoting abortion and forcing Americans 

to fund killing babies in abortion that she has been caught trying to add taxpayer 
financing of abortions to the bill to combat the Coronavirus and provide economic 
stimulus to the nation as it deals with the COVD-19 outbreak.

Nancy Pelosi has a long history of promoting abortion and her first act after be-
coming Speaker in 2019 was pushing legislation to use tax money for abortions. So 
it’s no surprise she is trying to exploit the Coronavirus pandemic to push abortion 
funding again.  

As The Daily Caller reports:  

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi sought to include a potential way to guarantee federal fund-

ing for abortion into the coronavirus economic stimulus plan, according to multiple senior 

White House officials.  

Speaking to the Daily Caller, those officials alleged that while negotiating the stimulus 

with U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Pelosi tried to lobby for “several” provisions 

that stalled bipartisan commitment to the effort. One was a mandate for up to $1 billion to 

reimburse laboratory claims, which White House officials say would set a precedent of

White House Officials Say Pelosi Allowed Abor-
tion Funding in Bill to Combat Coronavirus

—by Steven Ertelt

Image: LifeNews.com
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8 From: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3-cAwIDDOY

health spending without protections outlined in the Hyde Amendment.  

“A New mandatory funding stream that does not have Hyde protections would be unprece-

dented,” one White House official explained. “Under the guise of protecting people, Speaker 

Pelosi is working to make sure taxpayer dollars are spent covering abortion—which is not 

only backwards, but goes against historical norms.”

A second White House official referred to the provision as a “slush fund” and yet another 

questioned “what the Hyde Amendment and abortion have to do with protecting Americans 

from coronavirus?” 

Americans should insist to their members of Congress that we need a clean bill 
that provides aggressive action to help patients and spur the economy. Killing 
babies with our tax dollars is not the answer to the coronavirus and the situation 
should not be exploited for political gain.

Paul Washer details HeartCry’s new YouTube channel and the first series of videos 
to be released: missionary documentaries.

DOCUMENTARY SCHEDULE

Peru | February 24
Nepal | March 17
Finland | May 14
Zambia | June 19
Italy | August 26
Germany (Part 1) | October 31
Germany (Part 2) | November 9
Germany (Part 3) | November 13

HeartCry is a missionary society with one great and overriding passion: that God’s 
Name be great among the nations (Malachi 1:11) and that the Lamb receive the full 
reward for His suffering (Revelation 7:9-10).

© Copyright 2020 HeartCry Missionary Society

From: https://www.lifenews.com/2020/03/12/speaker-nancy-pelosi-

caught-trying-to-include-abortion-funding-in-bill-to-combat-coronavirus/

Paul Washer:  
 HeartCry’s New Missionary Documentaries

Extra!

Image: Screenshot
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PBS Kids’ Clifford the Big Red Dog Introduces LGBT Characters— 

https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/michael-foust/pbs-kids-clifford-

the-big-red-dog-introduces-lgbt-characters.html

Court to hear case of 6-year-old traumatized by teacher insisting 

‘girls aren’t real’ — https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/court-to-hear-case-of-

6-year-old-traumatized-by-teacher-insisting-girls-arent-real 

Egypt 2020 Conference— https://heartcrymissionary.com/mission-updates/

egypt-2020-conference/

The “Oil-Producing Bible” Scam— http://www.deliveredbygrace.com/the-

oil-producing-bible-scam/

Other News:

Quote of the Week:

Strategies for Fighting Depression Well—by Jim Newheiser
https://biblicalcounseling.com/fighting-depression-well/

Identity Language in Counseling—by Martha Peace  
https://biblicalcounseling.com/identity-language-in-counseling/

Covenant Baptist Biblical Counseling Class: 
A Biblical Counseling class started February 13th at 7 PM here at the church. If you 

would be interested in participating, please let the pastor know. We are going to 

livestream the class.  Just go to the website at https://covenantbaptistsc.org and click 

the livestream button on  home page at 7pm Thursdays.

Biblial Counseling Resources

Biblical counseling class on hold 
while teacher recovers from sur-
gery. See page 2 for more info. 
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If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to one of our elders or deacons. 

They will be happy to give you the information you need. 

3535 Delree Street 

West Columbia, SC 29170

https://covenantbaptistsc.org

Location:
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